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þ is not that we love Contention, 


Limo if 
*s I Ty 4 
or defire Controverlic, or are 1ms 
patient in bearing Reproaches, 
that we appear thus publick, but 
ſuch haye bcen the repeated high 
Charges, and ſmart Laſhes that our Ad- 
verſaries ( more efpectally ſome of the 
Presbyterian Aſſembly ) have of late ta- 
ken a liberty, liberally and laviſhly to 
beſtow upon us, that we find ourſelves 
concern'd to Clear and Vindicate the 
Truth and Innocency of our Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, from thoſe black aſperſions.' 
that have rendred it ſo frightftul and 
formidable, as though *twere only a- 
meer complication of peſtilent Errars, 
as well as to ſatisfic the minds of ſach 


* *, ff & -« 


upon, by that "dreſs wherein our Op- 
\ _poſers haye reprefented us. | And al- 
L: "2" "'N though 
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4) 
7 | though theſe can Obje& nothing ma- 
| terial againſt us now that hath not been 
long ſince over and over offer*d by ſome 
| of the ſame Perſwaſion, and have as 
often received Anſwers from ſome or 
other of our Friends, (ſome of which have 
never yet been by them replyed unto) yet 
foraſmuch as thoſe may not have come 
to the view of many of our Neighbours) 
for whom this is chiefly intended, we 
thought fir briefly to ſay ſo much as 
we think may be accommodate to the 
preſent occaſion; and which perhaps 
with unprejudic'd minds may beſpeak 
Efth.3.5. our Creed not ſo unſound and errone- 
ous as our ſomewhat different deport- 
ment hath rendred us obnoxious and 
contemptible, as well as diſtaſteful to 
Joh.5.44 thoſe who either ambitiouſly afteft ho- 
Mat. 22, our and reſpect, and love greetings 
"7 or think a complaiſant complyance to 
the faſhions, cuſtoms, and complements 
of the Age, to be one of the chiefeſt 
felicities of this Life, and beſt expreſ- 
ſion of their Civility and good Man- 

ners- 

We therefore deſire our well-diſpoſed 
Neighbours, candidly to weigh what we 
| have to alledge againſt. the Clamours 
of thoſe, who to be ſure will not ſet 
_..us out to our_ beſt advantage, and to 
ts | TCeccelve 
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receive an Account from ourſelves what 
we are, and what we believe and hold 
for Chriſtian Truths, who certainly 
muſt needs know better our own Be- 
lief than thoſe who perhaps never ex- 
amin'd it, to any other end than to 
find fault, if ever they did it; and al- 
ſo that yon will not think it ſtrange, 
that we expreſs not our Belief in ſome 
particulars, in the affected Terms of 
other Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, but 
think it more reaſonable and ſafe to 
content ourſelves with that Dreſs of 
Language, in which the Holy Ghoſt 
thought fir to hand them to us in the 
Holy Scriptures; thoſe moſt Excellent 
and Divine Writings, which above all 
athers in the world, challenge our re- 
verence and moſt diligent reading, thoſe 
Oracles of God, & rich Chriſtian Trea- 
ſury of Divine ſaving Truths, which 
were written for our learning, that we Ro.15.4. 
through patience and comfort of them 
may have hope, and are profitable for 
doftrine, reproof, correction, and in- , +; 
ſttuction in righteouſneſs, to the per- C3+V.15» 
fefting and thoroughly furniſhing of the 15, 17. 
Man of GoD to every good Work, 
making him wiſe unto ſalvation thro? 
Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus ; con- 
tainipg all Chriſtian Doctrines neceſſary 

A3 to 
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1Toh. 547 


(6) 


| to be believed for ſalvation, and are a 


Gal. 1. $. 


ſufficient external ſtandard and touch- 
ſtone to try the DoCtrines of mens and 
we ſay with the Apoſtle, whoſoever ſhall 
publiſh, and propagate any other Go- 


{pel and Faith than is therein teſtified of \ 


to us, by thoſe inſpired Pen-men who 
were the firſt Promulgators thereof, 
though he were an Angel let him be 
accurſed; all which, and whatſoever 1s 
therein contained, we as firmly believe 
as any of you do; and as *tis the duty 


of every ſincere Chriſtian, we are gear- . 


tily thankful to God for them, who 
through his good Providence hath pre- 
ſerved them to our Time, to our great 
benefit and comfort. 

We Believe in that Great Omnipo- 
tent God, that made and creatcd all 
things, and gave us our Being, whom 


in ſincerity of heart we fear, reverence 


and worſhip, being Ieriouſly concern'd 
for our ſouls welfarc to eternity. We 
believe that Great Myſtery, that there 


are Thrce that bear Record 1m Heaven, 


the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and 
that theſe Three are One in Being and 
Subſtance: And as do ye, fo do we 
alſo hope for and expect Salvation, on- 
ly and alone throngh the Son of God 
our b:eiled Lord and Saviour TESUS 

CHRIST 
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CHRIST of Nazareth; believing that 
God the Father hath ordained him for 
ſalvation to the ends of the Earth ; and 
that no other Name 1s given under Hea- 
ven, by which men ſhall be ſaved z; who 
being conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, in 
the Womb of the Virgin /4ary, was born 
of her at Bethlic2*7, as alſo his Holy 
and Exemplary Life, perfectly free from 
ſin; his Doftrine, Miracles, Suffterings, 
and Death upon the Croſs, without the 


from the Dead, and Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven, where he is at the Right Hand of 
God the Father, perfect God and per- 
fect Man, and the alone Mediator be- 
tween GoD and Man, and 1s our Ad- 
vocate with the Father, and ever liv- 
eth to make Interceſſion for us; and 
alſo ſhall judge both Quick and Dead : 
All which, and whatfoever ciſe is re- 
corded of him in the Sacred Scriptures, 

we firmly bclieve 
This Jeſus, in whom dwelt the ful- 
neſs of the God-head, we dc!12ye of- 
fer?d up himſelf according to the Will 
of the Father, an acceptable {acrilice to 
God, and became a Propitiation for the 
lins of Mankind, tv the end of the World, 
and dycd for all Men, as all dyed IN 
Adzm ;, through whoſe Blood. Gol pro- 
A 4 claims 
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Iſa. 49: 6. 
Act 13-47 
& 4.12» 


1 Pet. 2. 


21, 22, 
Heb.4415» 


' Gates of Jeruſalem; his Reſurreftion 


Ro.8. 34+ 
1'T im. 2 
5» Os 

1 J0.2.1.2, 


Aft.io 42 


(Col.2. by * 
t 


Eph 5 2 
1loh.2. 2. 


Hed. 10.12 


Rom. «. 
Vo. 12, '$-# 


2 Cor. 5+ claimes Redemption and Salvation to 
19. Man, and offers to be reconciled, and 
freely for his Sons ſake to remit, forgive 
RO: 325+ 2nd paſs by all paſt offences to as many 
Luk. 24, 35 ſhall rruly and heartily repent of their 
47. ſins, and turn from the ſame, and ſhall 
Aats 10. ſo believe in our Lord Jeſus Chrill, and 
43-8 26+ loye him as for the future to live a 
wer? ,, holy Circumſpect Chriſtian life, and 0- 
©; = bey his commands, thereby continuing 
Ro.$.3-4. 10 his love. 
2 Cor. 5- Which holy life ſo much Celebra: 
15. 17- ted and ſtriftly kept to in the Primi- 
Joy 64 tive Ages of Chriſtianity, that whoſo- 
:5.21,23, CVer named the name, or took the 
24.8150 name of Chriſt upon them were to de- 
2 Tim. 2- part from iniquity, we believe ought 
hs. to be inſeparable from a true and faith: 
« oxi ful Chriſtian as ever accompanying 2 
Jam. 2. fue liying and aQtive Faith ; and it 
12.to the ſeems was thought no leſs neceſſary by 
end. thoſe who compoſed the promiſe that , 
ſhould be made in behalf of infants be- 
fore they were admitted into that once 
ſacred Catalogue, (to wit) that as they 
came to years of diſcretion, they ſhould 
forſake the devil and all his works, 
the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
Luk.1.75 World, and all the finful luſts of the 
| fleſh, and keep Gods holy will and Com- 
mancdineats, and walk in the ſame al 
the 
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the days of their lives: This we be- R9- 6-18, 
lieve to be the bounden duty of mankind, 77 **: 
and though our Oppoſers have ſcott ;. me 
us, and branded us with error for hold- Eph.q-24 
ing perfection, becauſe in pleading for Thel3.iz 
a holy righteous life as that which is - = 
well-plealing to God, and avouch- | - hog” 
ing his power to be ſtronger in man, x Joh. 4- 
as man cleaves to it, and believes to 4. 
reſcue him from under the power of 
Sztan, than 1s that of the devil to re- 
train) him in Thraldom, we have ſome- 
times made uſe of the words of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, as be you perfeCt as Mat.<.48 
your Father which 1s in Heaven 1s per- Cgl. 4.12. 
fect, he that hath this hope in him, pu- 2 oh. 3.3. 
rifieth himſelf eyen as he is pure, &c. 
Yet have we never pretended to a mo: 
ral perfeftion beyond what is contain- 
ed in the above promiſe, which is ſound 
and true in it ſelf, and is that which 
God requires of us ; and therefore tis 
that we frequently preſs i:'s neceſlity, 
and fervently exhort people to its per- 
formance. And notwithſtanding we 
have hence been falſely accuſed that 
we expect to be ſaved by our own works 
as being Meritorious, yet we don't ac- 
knowledge a holy life as the Efficient 
and procuring Cauſe of our Salvation 3 
which we no leſs than you totally ” 
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Eph.2.3. fer to the free Grace, and mercy of 

God in Chriſt without any merit in Man, 

: TERS but we cſteem it as a conſtant compani- 

18. to the ON thereto, and a neceſlary condition on 

end. Our part in complyance with God's 

gracious ofter, without which we may 

Heb. 5, Not obtain it, being inteparably annext 

Ro.12.1.2. TO that Faith which only pleaſerh God, 
and 1s but our reaſonable duty. 

H-b.2.9. And we believe that although Chriſt 

& 19-12. thus offer'd up himſelf once for all, 

for the ſins of all men tothe end of the 

worid , tneredy rendring repentance 

and amendment of life prevalent with 

God ; yet that the Traditional Belief 

of that alone 1s not ſufficient to entitle 

us to that common Salvation that comes 

by him, but that 'tis of neceſſity that 

Att. 313 we truly repent and be converted from 

the evil to the good, and therefore tis 

no leſs neceſlary for ns now than *twas 

for believers in the Apoſtles days, that 

"we be turned from darkneſs to light, or 

in otherterms, from the dark power of 

Satan, to the power of God who is 

light, that theredy we may every one 

know the work of Redemption and Sal- 

vation, wrouzhr in and for our felves : 

For *tis not enough -to believe that 

Chriſt dyed, if we feel not the bleſſed 

effe:ts of his death, who came to fave 

us 


("TY 


us from our ſins, and bleſs ns by turn- at... 21, 
ing us from our iniquities, and gave AR.3.26. 
aimſelt for us that he might redeem Tit. 244. 


vs from all iniquity, and purify unto 
| himſelf a peculiar people zealuus of 
good works. 

For we velicve ſhch to be the nararal 
State of Man in the fall, that by ne- 
ture we are dead as to God, at a 
diſt#nce from him prone to evil, and 


to gratify the defires of our ſenſual. 


minds, ſway'd by the corrupt and {in- 
ful Inſts of the fleſh, and under the 
power of a ſtrange King, rnd by the 
Prince of the Power of the air, fo that 
our inward maa being thus dead from 
God, we cannot exerciſe our iptritual 
ſenſes towards him, nor can this natn- 
ral man perceive, know, or {avour the 
things of God, wich only arc tpiri- 
tually diſcerncd ; wherefore, notwith=- 
ſtanding our Saviour dyed for us, we 
are yet by [nature in a miſerable -1- 
done . condition, in Captivity to our 
ſouls Enemy, except we know tie tecond 


dam the Lord from Heaven, that 


quickning ſpirit, to quicken our ſouls, 
and make us alive to Gotl azain, thar 
being reltored to the nie of our in- 
ward ſenſes, we miy by the aſſiſtance 
of his Divine Light: Ma herewith for 

$1519 


Gen. 2-17 
Ro.5.12, 
2Cor.5. 
I 4» 

Gen. 6.5. 
RO. 7. 5, 


Eph.2.2. 


2 Iim.2. 
26, 


1 Cor. 2, 
I4. 


1 Cora5, 
L3+ 47+ 
1:101.2.1.5 
Col.2.13. 
RONLE, 
Eph. 5. 


13, 14. 


Joh. 1.9. 


Eph, 2. that end he hath bleſt all the Sons and 


3-&;5- Daughters of Men) ſee our ſelves in 


this fad and loſt ſtate under the wrath | ;je 
of God, and abhor our ſelves therefore, G0 
2nd under this living ſenſe (wherein ! fg 
things will appear with another aſpe(t;ra 
than before} cry go God for delive- qe: 
2 Cor. 7- rance therefrom, with ſuch and in- 


ward hearty forrow as works a true : 
repentance for the ſame. ?Tis nat our 
being ſprinkled, when infants, that wiſl'! 
make ns true Chriſtians, convert us from 
being children of wrath to become | 


Ro. $. 14. Chitdrenof grace, and Sons of God, and ; 


members of Chriſts Church, and inveſt 
35 12 an intereſt in him ; "tis not learn- | 
inz our Catechiſm and ſubſcribing to- ; 
certain Articles of Faith, though ne- | 
ver ſo Orthodox, and being educated 
38 a hiſtorical! belief of what Chriſt did 
for us above ſixteen hundred years 
270; cis not this only that will ad- -- 
miniſter a ſufficient, true, and ſaving 
knowledge of Chriſt, and really inte- 
reſt vs in his death and ſufferings, all 
which people may talk of and pleaſe 
themſelves withal, and yet continue 
as fait bound under the dominion of 
S2ran (who ſtill rules where diſobedi- 
Elce 15) 2s thoſe lel3 perfet in that 
leiton, but the true and ſaving know- 
ledge | 
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ledge of Chriſt is to know our ſelves A4& 26.18 


turn'd from darkneſs to lighr, from 
the power of Satan to the power of Col. 1.i3- 
God, that by it we may be delivered 
from the power of darkneſs, and be 


-Ertranſlated into the Kingdom of his 
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' contrary to him, to waſh us and make 


dear Son, to know his ſaving power 
really to reſcue and redeem us from jh_ g. 
under the power of him that hath er- 32. 36. 
thrald us, and leads Captive at his will 


thoſe who lives in the vanity of their Mar-3-27 


minds, to know him bind this ſtrong 
man, to ſpoil his goods and diſpoſ- 
ſels, and caſt him out, to know Chrilt 
to ſit in the ſoul as a refiner, to burn xok.43.6, 
up, conſume and deſtroy, to purify and 37. 


| 5c Ro. 1516. 
throughly to purge out whatſoever is top 


us clean that we may haverighttoa part ; v_ 


in him, that being cleanſed and fſan- { ©, 2 
Qified, he may take up his abode with Toh.i4.23 


Mal.3.2.3 


'-us exerciſing his Kingly power , and Heb-13.21 


working in us both to will and to doof 
his good pleaſure. The mind being thus 


- Ciſentangled, and having caſt off its 


former yoke, the old things being 
done away) all things now become new ; 
a new tender heart of fleſh according 17 
to the promiſe, new thoughts, deſires, 
inclinations, affeftions, words, actions, 
this new inſide producing a new _ 
ide 


26, 


2C OC 5. 


Ezek, 35. 


Mat. 23+ 
<6. 


Tam. 2.18, 
ro the 
end. 


Heb. 12.2 


Ro. 6c1 1. 
12. 


foh.$.36 


Mat. 27. 
57s 


ſ:de alſo, even throughout a new Crea--! 
Lure, now in Chriſt indeed, and really | 
entitled to tholte benchts that eccrve | 
lo men through him ; that living faith | 
that plcaleth God and gives victory, 
and is ever fruufut to him in good. 
WOrksS, bclng begotten, and this work ; 
of Redempcon and Regeneration thus 
Wrougut in the foul by Jeſus Chrilt, ' 
togerher With that molt precious fa- 
crifice he oficr*d up» when his Prech- | 
ous Blood Shed upon the Croſs for us, 
we believe compleats the ſalvation of | 
every foul that is thus awakened, and | 
made alive, aud ſer free, by the pows- 
er and fpirit of him that 1s the way, ! 


the truth, aud the life of every ſoul 


that truly lives to God, to walk in| 
that holy way of life, truth, and peace; 
that was prepared of old for the ran-} 
formed and redeemed to walk. It. 

And we believe that he gracioufly., 
waits with exceeding great kindnels, 
and long tuffering, that men may re-! 
pent, kuocking at the door of every, 
mans heart, treely offering, but not} 
impoling his alliftance to this molt} 
conceruing work and change in the! 
niuds of men; 1fothat in. the day 
wherein God. will judge the world by! 
Tofus Chriftt, anc every ſecret thing! 
: will 
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15 
will be made manifeſt, God wil] be 
juſtified and clear of the Blood of all 
Men,. and every mouth will be ſtop- 
ped, and every Man's Condemnation will 
be of himſelf for having rejected the 
day of his viſitation, wherein God calls 
ro Man, and- offers ro be reconciled 
ro him for reſiſting the fſtriviogs, and 
lighting the reproofs of his {ſpirir, _ 
which in matchlcſs mercy he hath giv- Nb. 9- 
en manto inſtru him, and ſhew,- and _— 
lead him in. the way of life and peace. 

We believe, that though the pravity 
of mans nature in the fall, is ſuch, that 
the Natural or Carnal Man, that 1s cn- 
mity againſt God in the ſtate of-meer 
nature,” minds only the things of rhe Ro.8.5-7- 
fleſh, and naturally brings forth the-*: 
works. thereof, and cannot pleaſe God, 
nor keep and obſcrve his Laws, but is 
prone to eyil; yet that thoſe who em: 


brace the viſitation of God , and are ? Pct» 1. 


really regenerated and born again of ©3' 


| Incorruptible ſeed, by the word of God Heb. 4-12. 


that lives and abides forever, that in- 

grafted word that is quick and power- 

ful, and able to ſave and ſanctify the Joh. 17- 

foul, are born into a new life, and in- 17- 15+ 

zelted with another and higher power, 

and becomes fpiritually minded, and by 

the ſpirit are ſer at liberty ro walk af: Jo! 2.6. 
rer 


Jam.1-21 


( 16 ) þ 
ter the ſpirit, and bring forthit's fruits, | | 
and receives ability from the ſpirit to > 

Ro- $.14- ſerve God acceptably, being now led | © 
Lys by the ſpirit of God and become his R 


Children, taught of him, and through | 
the ſpiric of adoption receiv'd into | [ 


x Cor. i2- their hearts, have right to call God Fa- | 


wo 


Ro. 8 13+ the ſpirit mortified the OQ1d Man or firit b 


= 


Eph.4.22 
23. 24 


Gal.5. 24 Off, having crucified the fleſh with the | ,! 
Col. 3-9. affeftions and luſts thereof, they put on | 4 


I'0s 


Ro.6.4. & 
7. Os 


Col LC I's 


ther, and Jeſus Lord, for having through ! 


Nature, with his corrupt and depraved 
inclinations and eyil deeds, and put him | , 


the New and Heavenly Man, which af- | 4 
ter God is created in righteouſneſs and | 
frue holineſs, and being renewed in the | ;, 
g ſpirit of their minds, they now walk in | ,, 
Newneſs of Life, and are really in | 44 
Chrift, and therefore are changed and | , 
become new Creatures, and now thinks gl 
and afts under the conduCt of a prin- | ;; 
cipal Superiour to that which formerly 
governed them, having their minds rai{- Q 
ed to a Region above that of fallen Na- | 
ture, ſo that now the ſtream of their | 4 
thoughts, deſires and ations, runs 1n a- | zþ 
nother current, and the bent of their af- | y, 
fections are after thoſe things that are | þp 
above where Chriſt is ; that eye being 
now open'd that ſees a more tranſcen- 
dent beauty and deſirsableneſs in the in- 
viſible 


--- 
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viſible and durable treaſures of him;than 
all the cranſcient felicities of this world 
can afford. | 

And we believe that whoſoever ex- 
pects the bleſſed imputation of Chriſt's Ro.13.i4- 
righteouſneſs, ought thus to put on the 


© | Lord Jeſus, and to be thus cloathed ups 


[t 
d 
n 
e 
n 


f- 
d 


© | ing branches in him, through that ſap 


IN: 


' 
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| 


: 


| 


on, and covered with his righteouſneſs, 
and in meaſure have his Holy Life 
brought forth in and through them, and 
and know him to enliven and inflaence 
their. minds, and to work in and for 5.25 i2 
them, and that without him. they can Phil.2.i3. 


do nothing; but thro? him that ſtrengrh- Phil.443- 


ens them, they- can do whatſoever he Johsi5+ 5+ 
commands them, that as they abide liv- 


and vertue they dayly receive from him, 


they are made able to bring forth fruits J9Þ- 15: 


well-pleaſing to God, whereby he is ? 
glorited. For though God the Father 
accepts us in Chriſt, and for his ſake; 
yet is the New-Birth the indiſpenſible 
Qualihcation, and true diſtinguiſhing 


Mark of thoſe that are really in him. He 2 Cor-5- 


| things are paſt away, behold all things are 
' become New. 


that is in Chriſt is a new Creature, 014 *7 


Fohn ſays, He that ſaith &-20. 7» 
he abideth in him,” ought himſelf alſo, ſo g, g. © 
to' walk even as he walked. - We aſcribe 
nothing to Man, as having any power or 
ability in or of _ to pleaſe God, 

but 
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Gal.6-15, 
1 [oh.2.6, 


I Pet, 4+ 
1 Ss 


is good to Chriſt alone, in whom only 
the Father is well-pleaſed. "Tis through 
him that men io love and fear God as to 


. eſchew evil, and work that Righteouſ- 


neſs -which 1s acceptable to him 3 upon 
whom therefore mans-dependance onght 
to be dayly, to receive from him ſuch 
ſuitable ſupplies, as through a conſtanr 
watchtulneſs may enable them ſo to walk, 
as to continue in his favour and enjoy 
his ſmiles: For *tis not as too many 
ſeem either to imagine, or would glad- 
ly have it to be, that they may hve in 
ſin and diſobedience here, and indulge 
their corrupt inclinations ; and yet here- 
after have ChriſÞs Righteauſneſſ impu- 
ted te them: For though we are not. 
under the /oſaical Law, fo as to be ob: 
liged to iis Ordinances, diveris Waſh- 
ings, and - Levirical Prieſt-hood, Chriſt 
our High-Prieſt having offer'd up him- 


' ſelf once for all, and aboliſtr it; yet! 


are we not ſo under Grace, as to be du- 
charged from living well, though we 
are not tyed to its Rites and Ceremor 
nies, yet-are we obliged to fulfil its 


Righteouſneſs, which: Chrift came. not * 


* to deſtroy but to eſtabliſh : For though 


* God be gracious and merciful to for: 


Zive us gur Treſpalles thraugh: the .me- 
diation; of Chriſt , pon -our ay and 
carty . 
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. but attribute all power to do that which | 
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( 19. 
hearty repentance, and turning from 
them; yer ?®ris not that we ſhould take a 
libercyto go on in ſin & rebellion againſt 
him- We are not to ſin becauſe he is 
gracious, that his Grace may abound ; 
if ſo, Where is the ſtraitneſs of this 
way ? If this be to take up-a dayly Croſs 
ro our own Wills thit we may perform 
his, Pray where is the liberty of the 
fleſh ? Thoſe that are vertually in Chrift, 
which renders us acceptable to the Fa- 
ther, and compleatly eſpouſed: to him, 


; muſt needs have reſigned thetr Wills, 


as an effect of true ITove; -and requiſite 


IA.55:- 7- 


R0: 6.1.2, 


to ſo ſtrit a union, oppoſite Wills be- - 


ing inconſiſtent therewith, whence Obe- 


dience neceſſarily follows. The Apoſtle 


Jon, after having ſignified that God Is 


Light, and that thoſe that would know 
the blood of cleanſing, and true fellow- 
ſhip with htm, and one another, ought 
to walk in the Light as he 1s in the Light, 
tells the young and weak in the Faith, 
whom he calls Children, that he wrir 
thoſe things that they ſhould not 1in ; 
but yer if'any through weakneſs or in- 
adverreficy ſhould fin, and fo fall under 


1 Joh. t, 
J* 7s 


Cha '. 2. 


the Fathers difpleaſure, - he tells them ana fra 
that Chriſt the Rigtiteous ts both a Pro- 6 verſes: 


pitiattor! and alfo 2n' Advocate thar in- 
tercecds with the Father; and that thetr 
keeping his Commands was the ſareſt 

B 2 evidence 
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Joh. 14. 
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fuft with knowledge , 


20 


evidence of their knowing and being in | < 
him ; but of the ſtrong, whom there- | 
fore he calls young. men, he ſays, That | 
the word of God abode 1n them, and that | 
they had overcome the evil one. T 
Theſe things may ſoon be ſpoken and by 
comprehended in the Underſitanding,but | 
to experience them fulhlPd in arte 
is our higheſt intereſt ,- and only can 
make us ſharers in them. The ellence | V 
of Chriſtianity and. happineGs of Chri- | Y 
ſtians, don't conſiſt in having/our heads | 1! 
only to lodge} 1 
there and feed, upon it, but. to have our | © 
hearts filled with divine love, which ani-| \ 
mates us to diligence, and inſpires us| 
with courage and vigor to obſerve and! E 
perform the Will of God, who looks not! ©: 
at what people profeſs only) or by what| fl 
name they are calld, but regards the ®! 
heart, and what principle governsthere: 
People may make a profeſſion of the beſt, ir 
things ; and yet continue alive to theme! - 
ſelves, they may alter Opinion or Per-! 
ſwaſion, and yet not turn from darkneſs be 
to light, from the power of ſatan to God, py 
There hath not been wanting a very 
large and ſplendid Profeſſion of Chriſti- ly 
anity, adorned with curious, elaborate, ri 
and elevated N otions,poliſt'd with Rhe-| 5c 
rorick and Oratory ; but; that power and in) 
life that reaches the heart, and gives vi| iT 
tory. Pl 


— 


* — 
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A | 


ne- 


Cory and dominion over its laſts and af- 
fettions, which war againſt rhe ſoul, is 
that which too many are yet ſtrangers 


' to; When yet to know our lapſed ſouls 


reltored from their firſt fallen ſtate in 
Alam, and raiſed to a ſtation where we 
may both perceive the things of God, 
and receive power to work his Will, tg 
know our minds redeemed, and that po- 
wer vanquiſht which led us captive, and 
we leaven'd by the Heavenly Gift, into 


| its own nature; as tis the very life and 
' marrow of that Religion, about whoſe 


exteriour parts the world is filled with 
Noiſe; ſo *tis the proper and moſt con- 
cerning-buſineſs of our lives, to find this 
great ſalvation accompliſt'd in us; the 


| experimental working out whereof in 
: the heart, by the ſaving Grace and Spirit Gal. 6. 
of God, that is giyen to man to profit 3: 4: 


with, will yield more ſatisfaftion and 
true contentment to that ſoul that ſin- 
cerely ſeeks the Kingdom of Heaven,and 


| the Righteouſneſs thereof, in whom ?ris 


begun and carrying an, than to hear or 
read all their days of what God hath 
done throagh all Ages,for thoſe that tru: 
ly love and fear him; for want of which 
tis that the profeſſion of Chriſtianity is 


generally ſo empty & barren in produc: 


;nd! 10g a real pious life, attended with the 
vi-) Iruits of the ſpirit, and a due Obedience 
XJ) Proceedipg from the birth of the ſpiric, 


. * 
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"22 
without which the molt refined methods 
of Worſhip & Devotion will nct recom- 
mend us to God, -who is inacceſſible by 
the betth of the Fteſhs + Nor do we believe 
that?cis .acceptable to God for people: 
ro fing betore hint thoſe Songs & Pſalms, 
thar'were the experiencies and ſpiritual 
exerciſes of holy men in times paſt, with- 
out. having ſome hving experience of 
the ſame things in'themſelves z or that 
Pevple' can properly and truly ſpeak 
more-or farther of the things of God, 
than what they have known and experi- 
enced. Where amongſt all theſe ſound 
ofpel-Scriptural- Truths, is lodg'd that 
ater Venome ſo much fear'd and talk" 
of by:our Adverſaries, that is ſo dange- 
rooily contagious, and apt to infect the 
minds of thole thart-ſhall incline to cort- 


verſe with Us, or our Books, touching 
our Belief in theſe neceſlary Points of - 
Chriſhanicy ? Which of them is its that' 


beinz imbibed, is more mortal and de- 


ſtrudive to the ſou}; and defiles it more 


thandrinking a drag lit-of Poyſon;or 2o- 


ing to a Bawdy- douleq ? Where are thoſe 


damndble Opinions ard Herefies where- 
with you have been terrifed ? Which of 


*7. 8; them-is'ir, rat being-perfilted in, does 


unlavory neceftorily lezd ro damnation, and for ./ 


: uncha- whic# the * Devil :=nſt needs carry us 4 


reable 
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pur pitt, to Hill? 1s it in that we hold- 
fortly the in! IMre Love of God to man- 


kind 
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(23) 
kind', in not only freely of his meer 
Grace and Favour,, providing a Sacri- 
fice, thro? which an Atonement is made 
for the palt Tranſgreſſions of man, who 
was never at all in a capacity to make 
any for himſelf, which is applicable to 
every one who ſhall believe, repent and 


Joh. 3:is. 


| | 6. 
return ; but hath alſo afforded to all the pM 42 
means of Faith, Repeatance and Conver: 1 Cor. 


ſion, for God requires not impoſlibili- 
ties of men, but expetts they ſhould im- 
prove thoſe talents diſtributed to them,in 
not only ſending forth the Son of his love 
to dye for their ſins, that they ſhould not 
longer live therein, but alſo in ſending 


\& A 7» 


Joh. 14. 


forth his Light and Spirit of Truth into 16, i7,26. 
their hearts, to lead and guide them in: $16 13- 


to al] Truth, and cauſing his Grace that 
brings ſalvation, to appear to all men, 
to iaſtruX and teach them to deny all 
Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſts, to for: 


+ ſake the Devil and all his Works, the 


Pomps & Vanities of this wicked World, 
to reſcue and ſave them from living in 
the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh, and help 
and ſtrengthen then to return to their 
Obedience, and live a' ſober, righteous 
and godly Life, to keep God's Holy 
Will and Commandments, and walk 1n 
the ſame all the days of their Lives. 
Which gift from. God to man the Ho- 
ly Scriptures plentifully teſtify to, under 
B 4 YArious 
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Mat. 25, 


I, 15, 


4 
A 


various denominations, as Spirit, Light, | 


Word, Grace, Seed, Leaven, Anoint- 


ing, &c, By all which weunderſtand that 
Spirit or Heavenly Talent with which | 


God hath endowed Mankind in ſome de- 
gree or other that he may profit with it ; 
in the improvement whereof by a dili- 
gent Co-working therewith, to the an- 
{wering thoſe holy ends for which we re- 
ceive it, we doubt not but to be happy 
in rendring a good account of our Ste- 
wardſhip, and entring finally into the Joy 


| 


of our Lord. Our oppoſers themſelves ; 


alſo pretend to the ſpirit and grace of | 
God, or elſe what means their praying 


for its aſſiſtance, and thoſe plauſible fine- 


ſpun diſcourſes of it, wherewith they 
ſometimes entertain their Auditory : 

We Charitably hope *tis more real, than 
only to beautifv and recommend them to 
the hearers, as what they cannot well a- 


A Qian . 


Ls > hs 


- 


[l 


void,for that the Scriptures are ſo full of , © 


that Language, and if indeed it be real, 

why is that a fault and error in us which 
15 ſo ſound and ornamental in them? And 
we think it very ſtrange that they ſhould 
apprehend any incongruity in granting 
this DivinePrinciple tobe a Divine Light 
to the mind ; ſince its proper Office 1s 


ro teach and Inſtruct, to manifeſt and 


{0INt £015 our duty, as well as to diſpoſe 


«1d enable us to perform it ; and ought 
| to 


F 


t, | tohe our leader and governour. If the Tit- 2-4, 
t- | godly admonitions, and exemplary lives Joh _ 
at | of good men were rightly called lights \,, 24. 
h | to the world, ſurely much more pro- & 16. 7, 
e- | perly may this, whoſe fountain is light, 813, 14- 
: 3 | and does more nearly illumioate and in- ! Job. 2- 
i- | form the underſtanding , and renders *7* 
1- , thoſeeſfeCtual, juſtly challenge that ne- 
e+  ceſlary, and acceptable appellation. If 
»y then the Grace and Spirit ot God be in 
2- | the hearts of men, ſurely *tis not whol- 
y ly unaCtive there,but will be making ſome 
es |} attempts towards accompliſhing the end 
f | for which 'tis placed there z**twill be at 
Eg ' times attacking the enemies, and endea- 
e- | vouring to ſupplant. its contrary, which 
y being holy and pure in its nature 1s ne- 
yer reconcileable to fin and evil, bur e: 
n ver ſtrives againit ic, and may, as men 
Oo regard, it be infallibly known by the na. 
3- ture of 1ts efforts. And we care appeal 
of , even to all mankind, whethes they find 
I, not ſomething placed in their minds and 
h Conſciences, which though perhaps not 
d | regent there, yet never mingles with, nor 
d Conſents to their evil deeds, but al- 
g ways remains undehiled, and teltihes a- 
it | gainft them, and convicts, reproves, and Joh. 3. 
is condemns them for it, and alſo oft-times 20, 21+ 
d | in the cooler temper of their ſpirits, *?"# 5: 
ſe manifeſts their ſtates to them, and as * 
it Twere reaſons with them, te" 
0 ne 


Joh. 16:? 
8, 13s 


Proy. 14. 
I 2, 
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(26) 
the evil of their ways ſecretly calling to 
them to come out of it, begetting deſires 
and inclinations; ſometimes to ſeek after 
God, and to make their peace with him. 
Now ſince man in his meer natural 
State, is Totally dead and fallen from 


God , that he cannot as of himſelf | 


h 


| 
| 


think a good thought ; and that God on: | 


ly is eſſentially good, and as that which 
1s truly, ſo muſt needs proceedfronm him ; 


this principle 1n us that ever convitts us ! 
for vice and evil, whether in thought | 


word or deed, and diſpoſeth us to con- 
ſider of our latter end, and oft makes 
men ſizh in the midſt of laughter, re- 
minding them, that for thoſe things 


— I 


they mult give an account, that draws us | 


heaven-ward and inclines us to vertue 
and goodneſs, to do to all men as we 
would be done unto, to be juſt, ſober, 
merciful, temperate, &c, Muſt needs be 


ſomething that is not of us, but is pure ? 


and immaculate, and of a divine nature, 
ever aſpiring and raiſing the mind to- 

wards its Original. gon 
Whenceit cannot be a Natural Light 
or meer light of Nature, as very many 
would have it, who yet talk of the.ſpt- 
rit of God being in Man, for 'tis an un- 
doubicd truth, that no agent can att be- 
yond its own ſphere, and raiſe its object 
to a ſtare more noble than it ſelf, nor 
pro- 


mn 
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| produce effe(ts of a nature more ſublime 
| than its own Original. Beſides *ris very 17. 


27 
Job, 21, 


clear and evident from Scripture, that Pfal. 18. 
the mind of man is oft lighted by a light, 28- 
Superiour to that of meer reaſon, and 

that man by the utmoſt power and extent 

of tuman reaſon & ſpeculation, (though 


| he may arrive to implicit knowledg that 


there is a God, yet) can never attain to' 
a true, fpiritual and ſaving knowledge of 


; God, without the Concurrence of a Di- ro.r. 19. 
| vine and ſupernatural Agent: For though 2 Cor. 4. 
\ the mind of man as a rational Being, be 5 


that Capacity or Candle that is to be —_— 
Lighted, yet *ris Chriſt that muſt ſo en- 171, 2, 
lighten it, -as to give us a trve diſcerning gs. 


of thoſe things, that appertain to him Job. 1.9. 


| and his Kingdom, and by adhering and EPh*l: 5: 


yielding obedience to its diſcoveries, we [2277 
ſhall krow an Acceſſion of more Light. p4l.36 g 
And the Apoſtle ſpeaking of what God Prov. 4. 


. by his ſpirit had revealed to them, ſaith 15- 


| _ NE 317 I Cor. 2. 
expreſly, that, the ſpirir ſearcheth all | -. 


things, yea the deep things of God ; and _ ens 
that as none knows the things of 
a man, fave the ſpirit of man which 
Is in him, ſo the things of Gcd 
knows Ro man bur the ſpirit of God: 
That the natural man neither knowerh 
nar receiveth the things of the ſ{pirir of 
God, becauſe they are ſpiritually dif: 
cerned, and to that end they had reccived 
the ſpirit which is of God. The LG 
O 
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1 Cor. 1. 
2Þ. 


Mat. 11. 
27- 


Luk 11.21 


A 


of Nature is occupied about natural Ob- 
jets, thoſe things that are within its 
own Region, acting within its own pro- 
per Orb, but reaches not to that know- 
ledgof God which is life eternal, except 
our natural powers or kuman capacity be 
illuminated by the rays of divine light, 
for the world by humane wiſdom knows 
not God. And Chriſt ſaith very plain- 
ly and poſlitively, that none knows the 
Father but the Son, and he to whom the 
Son reveals him. 

That theſe ſtrugglings in us ſhould he 
the ſuggeſtions of Satan, that he ſhould 


diſquict and diſturb people for their ſins, | 


for ſerving him, and put them upon en- 
deavouring to be freed from their vaſ- 
j2[4gc under his power, were abſurd to 
12%3i0e 3 no, Or Saviour puts that be- 


vond a queſtion, when he asks, Can a | 
;, Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf ſtand ? 
7+ And by andby faith plainly, that whillt | 


the ſtrong man arm'd keep the houſe his 


7004s are at. peace, till a ſtronger than | 


hc comes to bind him, ©c. So that *tis 
clear it's not the devil, but the approa- 
chcs of a ſuperiour power, that breaks 
[hc neace of people for ſin, and that fol- 
1995 and condemns them for Diſobedi- 
c2.2 and Trangreſſion, and is the ſame 
that would, and only can redeem their 


minds out of that miſerable ſtate, and | 


biad that ftrong man, and break his 
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power and caſt him out, would they but 


| yoyn thereto, and accept of deliverance 
| by It 


Nor does its being Extended to all 
men, through all Ages from their youth 
upwards, beſpeak it to be therefore natu- 
ral or contemptible, but on the contra- 


| ry, of the greater moment to all men 3 
| for beſides that the Apoſtle ſaith a ma- 
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nifeſtation of the ſpirit is given to every 
man to. profit withal, the bleſſings and 
gifts of God are free and valuable from 
their intrinſick worth ; God in nature 
ordain'd nothing in vain; but by how 
much any thing is of the greateſt uſe to 
us, for ſuſtaining and accomodating our 
natural life, the more common it is, as 
the Sun that gives Light to all thro! all 
Ages, ©c.*Tis we fondly rate things ac- 
cording to our fancies, and elteem and 
prize them more for their rarity and 
curioſity, than uſefulneſs; but God be- 
ſtows moſt univerſally that which is of 
the abſoluteſt neceſſity. to man. Are nor 
all men that are born, ſtrangers and c- 
nemies to God, in the dark and at a di- 
ſtance from him in the State of Nature 
and muſt therefore be enlightned, con- 
verted, and born again, and made ſpiri- 
tual before we can be reconciled to him ; 
ſhall not God then, that would have all 2 
repent and be ſaved, cauſe the Lighter 


1 Cor.1? 


10.3. 3-5» 


1 Tim. 2. 
3z $+ 
2Pet.3*%9, ' 


Mat. 13s 


213 3% 


O 


all, and give a meaſure of his grace and 
ſpirit to all; to aſſiſt chem in the accom: 
pliſhmenr of that in themſelves which 
they cannot do of themſelves, and yet is 


of indiſpenſtble neceſſity to our Salva- | 
tion ? Wherefore God by his ſpirit | 


ſtrives with man ſo long as his day of vi- 
ſitation laſts. Since then our oppoſers 
acknowledge the ſpirit and grace of God, 
which alſo 1s Light to be in Man, unleſs 
they can ſhew it, by its manifeſtly diffe- 


rent and ſuperiour nature, tendency, and | 
operation, to be contradiſtint from ' 


that we have been ſpeaking of ; we ſee 
neither abſurdity nor error in conclud- 
Ing it tobe one and the ſame grace and 
free-gift of God to all, which is always 
the ſame in nature, thongh it differs in 
degree, and is that Heavenly Treaſure, 
which God hath committed to-our truſt; 
and bleſſed will they be who rightly em- 
ploy and improve it, and gives place and 
room' to this feed of rhe Kingdom in 
their hearts, where, though it may aps 
pear at. firſt contrary to the expectation 
of man, little, mean and contemptable, 
ſcarcely regarded amongſt the ſtuff, 
wherewith mens minds are filled; yer 
joyn but to it, thart'it may exert itspow- 
er and force,and *twill grow & increaſe; 
let bat this eaven have its perfect "_ 
an 


the Son of Righteouſneſs to ſhine upon 
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| and*twill leaven the whole lump into its at. 13. 
own Nature. 33» 
Be pleaſed to conſider, whether we 

have juſtly merited rhe invidious inve- 
(tives of our adverſaries,in believing that 
the Lord ſearches the heart of man, and Luk. 1. 
| fſhews him his thoughts, that he hath and ; | | 
will remember this latter age of the es Ws 
world, and hath not forgotten tobe gras Rev.2.2z |} 
4 ious in performing thoſe bountiful pro- Ames. 4. þ} 
C miſes made in times paſt to the oft-ſpring 73» 
of the Gentiles, in placing his Law in our Jer. 31 
q Hearts, and putting his truth in our in- F2cke3G. 
| ward parts, in pouring out of his ſpirit 26. 27. 
upon all the Sons and Daughters of men, Joel, 2. 
in becoming our teacher, and giving us 7% 29- 
'4 the knowledge of himſelf, through the , IC 
Revelation of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, who 1. ;4.i; 
'> is come to open our blind eyes, and to Mar. 11. 
bring us,that were bound-in darkneſs,out 27: 
X of the priſon-houſe, who hath promiſed mages s 
' to be with his people to the end of the bw 
q World, in believing that God hath ſent joh. r4. 
us the Comtorter, the ſpirit of Truth; to 16,1726. 
' be our Remembrancer, and to guide and © *6- 3» F| 
P* direct us in the way of Truth ; in atte- 
ſting the ſufficiency and utility ofthe ; joþ. +. 
Teachings of this Holy UnCtion, ſent in- 20. 27. 
to our hearts, in believing that though 
Chriſt be in bis glorified Body in Hea- 
ven, yet that he is preſent alſo inthe 
hearts of his People, who is King of 
Saints, 


Joh. 14+ Saints, . and hall he not then rule in 
17,20,23 them ? The High and Holy One that in: 
- 17-23, habits Eternity, hath promiſed to dwell| 
— wy alſo with the Humble and Cortrite, to 
. revive and comfort them, ſhall not hc, 
2 Cor. 6. whoſe preſence fills Heaven and Earth, 
16. be preſent in the Heart of Man ? Shall 
Prov. $, not he that rejoyceth in the habitable 
3l. parts of the Earth, and delights in the 

Sons of Men, reſi de in his People.? Are 
Joh. 15+ they not Members of him, and he their 
4+5- Head? Can there be a more intimate 

Union and Communion than between the 


yg Head and the Body, the Vine and the 


19. Branches ? The ſame Spirit of Life that! 


is in the Head, is the Life of the Body 
alſo, and acts it 3 he that is joyned to the 
Lord is one Spirit, doth not the Life that 
is in the Root pals to the Branches alſo, 
and preſerves them living ? Are not all 
dead Branches, in whoin this Life is not? 
Whoſoever hath thre Son of God, and 


Joh. 6 « feeds on him, hath Life by him; and- 


«6, «7. Thoſe that have not Chriſt, who is the 
r Joh. 5- Life of his Saints, hath not Life: How 
1 3 could his People in all Ages. partake of 
him, if he were not prefent in them? 
Surely this Dottrine doth not deſerve to 
be ſcofc, but is molt comfortable to thoſe 
80.10:©, who are ſick of Love, and thirſt ardent- 
AY ;2, 1y after, the Enjoyment [7 not Hear-ſay ] 


"F of him. $ ty 
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Conſider ſeriouſly theſe things which 
dre agreeable to Scripture, and with 
what reaſon People have derided ns for 
our Belief herein ; terming it the Qua- 
kers Chriſt, as thongh his manifeſting 
himſelf in our Hearts were another, or 
diſtintt from Jeſns Chriſt of Nazareth, 
that is glorified with God the Father in 
Heaven, which we deny : For thongh 
hebe aſcended into Heaven, and fits 2t 


Dl. t. 16; 


the right hand of God, far above all gph. 1.23. 
Principalities and Powers ; yet 1s not & 3. 9. 


2 


he ſo: circumſcribed, but that (as by 
him all things were made and created) 
he 1s the life, and filleth all in all in his 
Church 'and People. Is the Divinity 
and Humanity of Chriit divided ? Is not 
their infeparable Union the true and in- 
tire Chriſt ? Can then his God-head be 
preſent, and he who is the Heavenly 
Man be abſent ? What think you of him 


" that appear'd to John, and gave him 


his Commiſſion to the Seven Churches ? 
whom he deſcribes, Rev. ch. 1. who 


\ faith, Behold, I ftand at the door and knocks 


if any man hear my voice, and open the REV. 3.70. 
door, I will come in to him, and will ſup be 2/27 


with him, and he 'with me. The ſame 
ſaith, I am he which ſea; ches the reins and 
hearts, and I will give unto every one of you 

=o ACE 
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according to your works : Was not this 
ans 7-31- the true Chriſt the Mediator, by whom 
John 1.16, 99d will judge the World ? And can 
"he make this near Inſpection into the 
innermoſt part of the Minds of Men, ſo 
as no Thought can eſcape his notice, if 
he be not preſent there ? What made 
Paul deſire that our Lord Jeſus Chrilt 
' might be with T invorby's Spirit, if he 
thought it impoſſible ? Do not all ac- 
knowledge the Spirit of Chriſt, whois , 
the Anointed, to be in his People, and 
is he then abſent ? Is its being a Myſte- - 
ry, far beyond our comprehenſion to 
conceive how it can be a ſufficient Ar- 
gument that ' therefore *tis not ſo? 
Ought we not in ſuch caſes to exerciſe 
Faith ? and acquieſs in the Teſtimony of 
the Holy Ghoſt, expreſt in the Sacred 
Scriptures, rather than interpoſe with 
our nice and curions Subtilties ? pry- - 
ing unneceſſarily into things that are 
too high for us ; remembering that Se- 
cret. Things belongs to God ; and that 
thoſe that know molt here, know only 
in part the things that are inviſible ; 
es = ſee them but as through a Glafs.Shall 
_ Men that neither know themſelves, nor 
have any intuitive knowledge of the 
Eſſences, eycn of the meaneſt things, 
WherG- 
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$ wherewith Natureevery-where preſents 
nN us, which are obvious to our Senſes ; 
n + yet aſpire to thoſe more abſtruce, and 
e | undertake to account for that which is 
0 | beyond the reach of the moſt Pregnant 
if Wits to penetrate. 
le We hope it's no Error toavouch the 
ſt power of Chriſt to be [tronger than that 
of the Devil, that he is able really to 5 
= bind him, to bruiſe his Head, and break 
3 /. his Power, to diſpoſſeſs and caſt him 
16 - out, to fulfil to the uttermoſt the end 
<- = of his coming, to deſtroy the Works of 
the Devil, and to ſave thoſe from their 
fins who ſhall have true Faith in his 
Name and Power : Surely it's not incon- 
ſiſtent' with Chriſtianity to believe that 
Chriſt can, or will, throughly purge his 
Floor; that he caii indeed deliver out of 1 Thel. 5 
the Priſon-houſe, and reſtore Man ont 23: 
' of the Fall to God again, and give him 
power to forfake the Devil ahd all his 
Works, Cc. 
We find'it' conſonant to Scripture, 
and the Goſpel-diſpenſation, to believe 
> that thoſe who, are regenerated and Rom. 6: 5, 
born agaiti of the Spirit, haye through 7; 11+ 
the Spirit mortificd the firſt carnal cor- 2 1-#' 
rupt Natpre; which catinot'pleaſe God, 
C 2 and 
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Eph- c- 4- and if dead, and ſlain, and buried too, 
Ve 22,25» ſurely then it no longer lives, but the 


2 þ+ 
Colcf. C3 « 
Y, wp IT I» 


Rom. 8. 2, 


mind is at liberty, and reſtored to act in 
a new Life, to walk after the Spirit, and 
fulfil the Righteouſneſs of the Law ; 
the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt 
Jeſvs, having ſet them free from the 
Law of Sin, and Death which 1s its 
Wages. *Tis for want of Peoples expe- 
riencing this real Birth of the Spirit 


brought forth, and knowing Freedom 


in themſelves by it, which no Duties or 
Performarices in the Will of Man, nor 
entertaining of the moſt refiged Opt- 
nions in Religion can adminiſter, ſhort 
of the Law of the Spirit of Chriſt in 
heir hearts; "tis for want of this, that 
People are ſo very apprehenſive, of dif- 
ficuliy, even to1mpoſlibility, of living 
a Holy Righteous Life ; which yet is fo 
neceſſary to our Salvation, that with- 


out it we cannot enter the Kingdom of 


Heaven, nor {ee God. Nor is the way 
broader, or its paſſage leſs ſtrait and 
difficult than they imagine ; nay, .*tis 
abſolutely impoflible for them to walk 
therein, while they are immerc*d in 
their firſt corrupt unbridled Nature, 
which cannot keep the Law of God, 
while their Luſts and Paflions are ram- 

pant, 
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pant, their AﬀeCtions inordinate, and 
Wills unſubjected, and follows the de- 
fires and evil inclinations of their Minds 
without reſtraint. But if they come to 
know another Principle and Power to 
govern their Minds, to create in them 
new clean Hearts, to regulate and ſub- 
ject their Wills, to ſubdue and tame 
their Paſſions, to limit their Deſires, 
and dire& their Aﬀccions and Inclina- 
tions wholly after that which is good, 
to meltorate their Spirits taroughout, 
and make them heavenly minded, ha- 
ving an averſion to all Evil, and a gr cat 
love to Vertue and Goodnsſs: zeing, 
thus perfectly transformed, where 1s the 
extream diſiculty now, for the good 


Man, out of the good treaſure of his jg... ,,. 


Heart, to bring forth good things ? z5. 
Will not this new well-inclin*d infide, 


_ that now deteſts Evil, and loves and de- 


lights in Righteouſneſs, as naturally fol- 
low after, and bring forth that which 
Is Good, as before hedid Evil? Hereis 
no force upon Peoples Natures, but 
they are converted, and throughly lea- 
vened in another Nature, and are in 
their meaſures Partakers of the Divine 


Nature, which only can work the Will 2 F<©-*4- 


of God. We requeſt our piouſly-incli- 
C 3 ned 
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ned Neighbours, well and ſeriouſly to 
weigh-and conſider, the abſolute neceſli- 
ty there is for every True Chriſtian 
Col. 1. 12. thus to know; their minds moulded and 
faihioned anew, by the Power and Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, working mightily in them, 
in order to their pleaſing God by a Ho- 
ly Righteous Life, having eſcaped the 
corruption that 1319 the World through 
Luſt; and conſidering that *tis not ſo 
ſoon attained, as apprehended in the 
underſtanding to be neceſſary : That 
with all diligence they addreſs them- 
ſelves to the performing that which is 
the main and proper buſineſs of our 
Lives. Wherefore as it hath pleaſed 
the Divine Power to give us all things 
2 Per. 1.3. Pertaining to Life and Godlineſs, ſo let 
Tit. 2- 11, us Witha vigilant attention to, and co- 
T2, working with that Grace, which to that 
og * 1” end is given, work out our Salvation 
with a reverend fear; fince a good de- 
gree of attainment herein is ſoon loſt, 
except there be a conſtant ſedulous 
watchfulneſs upon the Mind amidſt all 
buſineſs and concerns, to have a check 
upon our words and thoughts, and a 
diligent preſſing forward : For while 
Mat. 25 we live in this World we are liable to 
q** temptations, and may enter therejnto 
2 bly | alſo, 


39 
alſo, without a ſtrict care and watch- 
fulneſs; our Senſes preſenting many 
baits to our Minds on every hand, 
which Satan makes uſe of to beguile,and 
many provocations offer themſelves in , c,. ,, 
our Pilgrimage ; againſt all which God's ,, 
Grace is ſufficient Armour; as our 
Minds are ſeaſoned by it, ſa that where 
any ſhortneſs is, *tis through Inſinceri- 
ty, Negligence, or Inadvertency 
Or is it a dangerous heinous Here- 

fie that we with very many Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity, believe the Univerſality of pc, : 45. 9, 
theLove of God to all Mankind; thatGod 
who is good to all, whoſe Mercies ex- 
tends to all the Works of his Bands; is 
ſincere in his Intention, and Atteſtation 
thereof, and doth not deſign to delude Ezek. ak 
us, when he affirms, That as certainly x. & is. i} 
425 he lives he deſires not the death of a 23, 
ſinner, but rather that he would return 
and live; that God, whoſe Love and | 
Mercy is unlimited, doth graciouſly and Jo" © 3 

eneronſ]y offer Salvation, through. Je- 14 1, *q 
us Chrilt, (upon certain Conditions tO 1tai. gg. 1 
be performed on our part) to all Man- Rev.'22- 
kind, toeyery individual Man and Wo- A” 
man upon the face of the Earth, which "5" 
is the true Goſpel-meſſage, good Ty- 1 ve 2. þ 
dings of great Joy, RUG LE” 10, 14- 
I 4 a 
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| all People, Peace on Earth, and gobd 


will towards. Men ; good cauſe indeed 
Wfa. $5- 7- to rejoyce, that all are within the verge 


Ezek, C. of Mercy and freePardon: thatGod is in- | 
deed noReſ{peQter of Perſons, but among | 


18. V., 21, 
22, to the ' 
end, all Nations and People, he or ſhe that 


FED fears him, and works Righteouſneſs 1s 
eros of him accepted ; and that Chriſt dyed 
1 Joh.2. 2. for the fins of the whole World, yea, 
Heh. 2. 9. for every Man; ſurely then all for 
| whom he dyed are thereby put into a 
Tit. 2. 11. capacity for Salvation ; that ſaving 
Grace hath appeared to all Men, and a 
A manifeſtation of the Spirit is given to 
See Pro. c, EVery Man to profit withal. And that 
1. from v. none are reprobatcd, but thoſe that 
20. tO the continue to be deaf to the Calls of this 
end. Grace, and reſiſts the Spirit, and hides 
and neglects their Talents till the day 
37. of their Viſitation be over; and Chrilt 
ſo withdraws himſelf, as to ceaſe lon- 

Neh. $9.20, ger to ſtrive with them; ſo that the 


1 Cor. 12: 


hilt, 2% means being taken away, they are left 


Hl. T6 62.10, © themſelves, and given up to Hardneſs 
|! Plat, 81. v, Of Heart; that being abſent that ſhould 
'f: 21,12, 13. Prepare, tender, and mollife it, that 
iP; now they cannot Repent, Believe, and 
be Converted. 

* If thus to believe be a dangerous and 
_ Pernitious Errour, we confeſs we are 
boar res Guilty, 
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Guilty, and not like to be otherwiſe ; 


for we cannot perſwade ourſelves to 
embrace that Anti-evangelical Opinion, 


; That God from all Eternity hath per- 


ſonally and conditionally, without re- 
ſpect to their accepting or rejecting the 
Salvation offer'd in Chriſt, ele&ed ſome 
and reprobated othcrs by an immutable 
Decree, ſo that thoſe who are ſo elect- 
ed ſhall certainly he ſaved, let them do 
what they will, for God's Decrge can't 
be reverſs'd, let the unſtable Mind of 
Man vary as it will : and thoſe that are 
reprobated were in effect damned thou- 
ſands of Years before they were born, 
ſo that their Salvation 13 put beyond all 
hope, let them ſeek it never ſo careftly 
and diligently, and be never ſo deſirous 
to ſerve and pleaſe God. For beſides, 
that this ſad Tidings inſtead of glad 
Tidings, if it were really true in itſelf, 
puts an end to the whole bulineſs of 
Religion, by rendring all Worſhip and 
Devotion,. all Preaching, Praying, Aſ- 
lembling together, and Holy Living as 
were uſele is, by invalidating all what- 
ſoever on Man's part, as nothing con- 
tributing (as a neceſlary Condition on 
his part to be performed or neglected) 
towards his Salvation or eternal De- 

Niruction. 
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ſtruftion. We dare not take up an O. 

pinion ſo diametrically oppoſite to the 

very Attributes of God, and his repeat- 

ed Proteſtations to the contrary, and 

with ſome Men thus preſume to ar- 

raign his Juſtice, Mercy and Goodneſs; 

we cannor believe that God who is Love 

itſelf, and Goodneſs itſelf, and hath al- 

ways manifeſted a wonderful Care and 

vViſ. 12. Concern for Man as his darling Crea- 
16156. ture, it being diſagreeable to his Pow- 
er, to.condemn thoſe that have not de- 

ſerved to be puniſhed, and having no 

Frek. ng. Pleaſure in the death of him that dies, 
22- ſhould yet make the major part of Man- 
vViſ. 17. kind with deſign to damn them, unpro- 
23»*+ yok'd thereto, without ever tendring 
them Salvation ; or that he would make 

the far greater number wholly uncapa- 

ble of accepting the Salvation tendred 

them, by putting it out of their power 

to perform thoſe Conditions and Terms 

upon wiiich he offers it, and then con- 

demn them to eternal Miſery for not 
complying with thoſe Conditions that 

twas impoſlible for them to obſerve: 

Iſai. 45. For he don tonly call to all the ends of 
22. the Earth (which implies all Mankind) 
to look to him and be ſaved, but he 

hath given to every one a Portion of his 

Spirit 
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Spirit to enable them fo to do, he hath 
not only ſent forth the Son of his Love 
to ſhed his Blood for every Man, to be 
lifted up as Moſes lifted vp the Brazen 
Serpent, that whoſoever helieveth in h 
him ſhould not periſh; buthe alſo draws _—_ oy 
t-em, and az they will receive it, touch- 
eth them with that Divine Magnet that 
only can incline and impower them ef- 
fe&tually to turn to that Pole in which 
all our true Happineſs centers. 

But this is the condemnation, that Joh.3. 19, 
light 1s come into the world, and men 20. 
love darkneſs rather than light, becauſe , , "3 
their deedsare evil; and hates the light, Re 
and will nor bring their dceds to it, 
leſt it ſhould reprove them ; for what- 
ſoever 1s reprovable is made manifeſt 
by the light, but men Jove their own 
broad ways, to purſue the ſight of their 
eyes and deſire of their minds, and Eccl.11-9- 
therefore hate to be controPd therein 
and reform'd. The Apoſtle ſtirring up 
the Epheſians to Purity of Life, and to 
avoid ſeveral Evils there mentioned , 
ſaith expreſly, Let no man deceive you Eph. g. 6, 
mith vain words, for becauſe of theſe things 7: 
cometh the wrath of God upon the children of 
diſobedzence. And in another place, [ hat rom. 8. 
thoſe who live aftcr the fleſh ſhall die. SO 13: 

that 


Joh.3- 14, 
Is, 16. 
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that *tis for want of Peoples embracing | 
the Means, and bringing their Deeds to | 
the Light of Chriſt in their Hearts, and 
Prov. 6. heeding the Reproofs of Inſtruction, - 


whach is the Way of Life, for want of 
ſowing to the Spirit, and by it mortify- 
ng tne Deeds of the Fleſh, that People 
are loſt and ſentenced to Perdition, and 
not becauſe they were perſonally and 


23, 
Gal. 6. 8. 


inconditionally reprobated from all E- | 


| Tim, 2, Cernity. God who 15s Lord of all, is 


$54 gracious unto all, and would have all 
Men to be ſaved ; but they diſobey the ' 


Call of God, and reject his Offers, and 
reſiſt the Strivings of his Spirit, and are 


deaf to thoſe Knocks of our Saviour for | 
Reception and Entertainment in their | 


ner3-2 Hearts, and chuſe and prefer the pre- 


ſent World, and will not deny them- 

ſelves to follow Chriſt. *Tis not as 

theſe Men ſay, becauſe Salvation was 

never within their reach: if *rwere not, 

what muſt we think ? Were thoſe feign- 
Luke 16. ed Tears then that our Saviour ſhed 0- 
4142 yer Jeruſalem, when the Day of its Viſt- 
Matth. 23. X s 

tation wes over ? Saying alſo, How of- 
37- | | 

ten world I bave gathered thee as a hon gas 

thers her chickens, but you would n9t ; not 

you could not. 

] 
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If any Men can be fo hardy as to en- 


; tertain an Opinion fo derogatory to the 
' Juſtice, Mercy, Love, and Paternal Care 
of God, and repugnant to the Goſpel- 


meſſage, we cannot but admire what 
ſhould induce them to obtrude it upon 
others, and urge it as though *twas a 
neceſſary Point to be believed in the 
Chriſtian Religion ; for we cannot ap- 


; prehend how this begets love to God, in- 


creaſeth Faith in Chriſt, and raiſeth our 
Veneration for him, excites to Dili- 


; gence, and encourages Piety, which is 


that which advanceth trne Religion ; 
but on the contrary, that it tends to 
the indulging ſome in a Security, and 
procure in others a ſlight Eſteem of the 
Death and Sacrifice of Chriſt, as being 
partial, and caſts them into Deſpond, 
and probably may encourage both to 
gratifie the Deſires of their Minds to 
the fall extent, ſince nothing can alter 
ſuch a ſuppoſed Decree of God one way 
or the other: Yet we deny not the 
Preſcience of God, who fore-knows all 
things, things palt, preſenc, and to 
come, being at once preſent to him ;, fo 
that it may be ſaid, ſuch who believe 1n 
Chriſt with that living active Faith that 
works by Love, and excites to Obedi- 

ence,” 
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ence, and perſevere therein unto the 


end, and ſo knows Salvation by him, | 
are in him in whom the Election is be- 


fore the World began ; and that thoſe 


who ſo believe not, but reject the Ten- 


ders of his Love, and by perſiſting in 
Diſobedience, neglects ſo great Salva- 
tion,. are condemned already. Nor do 
we deny ſuch a Preference as that ſoine 
are made Stewards over more, and ſome 
fewer Talents, according to which their 
Improvement ought to-be : Where much 
is given much is required, and where 


leſs is given leſs is required ; for God 


is juſt and equal in all his Ways, he is 


Match. 25. NOt a hard Maſter, that he ſhould exact 
14, tothe or expect more than the Improvement 


of his own : Had he that received but 
one Talent, imploy*d it, and made it 
two, we doubt not but it had been ac- 
ceptec ; for we believe that none are 
fromEternity abſolutely exduded with- 
out any Talent, -and that a Day alſo is 


afforded wherein tis poſſible for them 


to improve it. So that though the 
Grace may work more powerfully in 
ſome than in others, yet- are all left 
without Excuſe. | 
There is yet another Opinion depen- 
gant on this, which we cannot receive 
neither, 


—_ __ << 


ww ws A k*q4a A __2<& po ©@ re nm © mM @@ 


( 47) 


neither, as they ſtate it, for which our 


| Oppoſers think very ill of us; that 1s, 
| once ina ſtate of Grace and ever ſo; 


that there is no total or final falling a- 


way from Grace. How this Doctrine 


promotes true Zealand Piety, and im- 
2rovesChriltianity,we can't underſtand, 
10r ſee no other reaſon why its Votaries 
/hould be ſo fond of it, but becauſe 'tis 
-oncordant to that of Perſonal EleQtion 
znd Reprobation; ſo that thoſe who 
imbrace the one, are bound to believe 
the other : But otherwiſe, certainly it 
tends rather to flacken than ſpur on 
People to that care and diligence, and 
conſtant unwearied watchfulneſs to 
Prayer, which orr Lord fo much ex- 
horted to, and the Apoſtles fo ſolici- 
toully preſles the Saints every-where to 
be found in, as of abſolute neceſſity. 
What elſe means thoſe Promiſes of Re- 
ward in the Revelations, to thoſe who 
fhould overcome and hold out to the 
end, but to ingage them to a conſtant 
Perſeverance ? Or what needed it, it 
'twere impoſſible for them to fall ſhort ; 
who I ſuppoſe none will deny to have 
been in a ſtate of Grace? And the 


Church of Epheſus was threatned to Rev. 2. 
have their Candleſtick removed, if they $5 16: 


repented 
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repented not, and did their firſt works; 
ard that of Laodicea to be ſpewed out 
of his Mouth, Who can ſay thoſe 
fooliſh Virgins in the Parable were not 
once in a ſtate of Grace, whoſe Lamps 
were once lighted and burning, as well 
as trimm'd, or elſe they could not pro- 
perly be ſaid to be gone out; Or that 
thoſe were not call 'd by Saving Grace, 
Mat.25* 8 ;n whoſe hearts the Heavenly Seed 
i iprung up, and for a time proſper'd, 
v. 7, 8, x4, Ul the Bryars and Thorns, the over- 
I 5- care and concern about the things of 
this Life, choak'd it; *twas not that 
they had no day of Viſitation from God, 
wherein they might have wrought out 
their Salvation, had they continued to 
make the Kingdom of Heaven, and its 
Righteouſneſs, their firſt and chiefeſt 
Choice, and placed their treaſure there, 
and diſentangled themfelves from thoſe 
unneceſſary Cares ; the Seed that was 
ſown and ſprung up, was the very ſame 
with that which in the honeſt heart 
brought forth fruit abundantly. 

Surely Paul that Great Apoſtle was 
not of theſe Mens Opinion, when after 
he had long laboured in the Goſpel, 

x Cor. $- takes care to keep under his Body, leaſt 
27. while he Preach'd to others he himſell 
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ſhould be a Caſt-away, whom yet we 
doubt not, but they will grant was then 
effeftually called, and in a ſtate of 
Grace. And the Author to the Hebrews 
writing In the third Chapter, to thoſe 
he calls holy Brethren, and Partakers of 
the nneavenly Calling, Verſe the 12th, 
exhorts' them to take heed leit there 
was In any of them an evil Heart of 
Unbelief in departing from the Living 
God. And again, Chap. 4. 1- Let us 
therefore fear le a promiſe being left us of 
entring his ret, (ſurely then not cter- 
nally reprobated) any of you ſhould ſeem 
ro come ſhort of it. Verſe 12. Lett ws Ia- 
bour therefore to enter that re, le# any 
man fall after the ſame example of unbelief. 
Again Chap. 6. Verſe 4,'5, 6. ſpeaking of 
thoſe. who * had been enlightned, and 
had taſted of the heavenly Gift, and 
were made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and that had taſted the good Word of 
God, and the Powers of the World to 
come, (ſhew'd ſigns that they were et- 
fetually call'd, and in a State of Grace) 
that if they ſhould fall away *twould be 
impoſſible to renew them again to Re- 


| Pentance ; not becauſe they were eter- 


nally reprobated, but becanſe they cru- 
cified to themſelves the Son of God a- 
D freſh, 


— — - 
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freſh, becauſe they grieved his good Spi- 


Ezek. 18. rit, and rejeced the Means : Hath not 


21, 2» 


and C. 33s 


v. 18, 


John 1 -: 
L, 2, 5, 0s 


John 1 5. 


I 8. 


the Lord ſaid, If a righteous man turns 


from his righteouſneſs, he ſhall die: , 


Who can be righteous without the aſ- 
ſiſtance of God's Grace ? No Man can 
make himſelf ſo; *tis not in Man to di- 
rect his own Ways; and yet it ſeems 


tis poſſible for him to fall from it, af- | 


tex, he hath lived fo long under its con- 
dudt as by it to, be made righteous, and 
one would think ſhould then be ſanQi- 
fied too. Our Saviour faith of him- 
ſelf, 1 am the true vine, ye are the bran- 
ches,; my Father 1s the huyband-man, eve- 
ry branch #1 me that beaxeth not fruit he 


taketh, away. Again, If 4 man abide not | 


in,me, he is caft forth as a branch and is 


withered. Surely thoſe who are. Bran- | 


ches in Chriſt, while fo, are accepted 


of the Father ; and. yet it ſeems ?*tis | 


poſſible for them, to. fall away and be 
cut olf as wither'd Branches ; whence 
he often repeats this Condition if ye 
abide in me; and; preſently be ſaith 
the way to continue in his Love was to 
do his Will, as he had. that of his Fa- 
ther's, and continued in his Love. But 
though. we can't embrace their Opini- 
on, for their Reaſons, and as they ſtate 
it, 
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it, but that tis poſſible for People to 
make a conſiderable Progreſs in Grace, 
and yet for want of a careful and con- 
ſtant Watchfulneſs to that Grace they 
miay fall away : Yet we believe ſuch a 
State and Growth in Grace throw a vi- 
gFilant Attention thereto, and ſuch a 
degree of Faith attainable, as that there 
is no more going forth. 

But that which ſeems to be onr capi- 
tal Error,and the top of all their Charge, 
and that which is to ſilence all Plea's in 
our behalf, is our omitting the uſe of 
the Ordinances (fo called) of Baptiſm 
and Bread, and Wine. John indeed as 
the next immediate Fore-runner of 
Chrift to prepare his Way, gave an 
Alarm to the Jews that were ſo ſecure 
linder the Law of Moſes, and proclaim'd 


the "Kingdom of Heeven at hand, and Mar. z. > 
the time come wherein, God comman- 8517-30: 


ded the Fews, as well as others every- 
where to reperit ; *twas not ſufficient 
for themi to go on in ſinning, and then 
eft-r thoſe refpedive Sacrtfices which 
the Law enjoyn'd them for the fame, 


but now the- Wrath of God was near Rom. +; 


to be reveaPd from Heaven againſt all 19. 


Ungodlineſs arid Unrighteonſhefs of 
Men : *ew#s not ſufficient to-deek and: 
; D 2 make 


; 


| 


| 
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4 Nar. 23- make clean the outſide of the Cup and 
iſ; 25-26 Platter, but the inſide was to be clcan'd, 
and then the outiide would be clean alſo. 
The Axe was now laid to the root, and 
every Tree that brought not forth good 
Fruit was to be hewn down. 7] he Law 
of Moſes took hold on exterior Acts 
and could not make perfect as pei tain- 
ing to the Conſcience, but now that 
Diſpenſation was abour to be eſtabliſh- 


| Hel. 9. 9. 
' 2 Cor. IQ. 


F 5 
' James i. ed that comes nearer home, and takes 


WILL cognizance of the very Thoughts, that 
th Sin be not ſo much as conceived by the 
WilPs joyning thereto. Wherefore 

John was ſent to adminiſter the Bap- 

tiſm of Repentance as a lively Figure 

of that which was preſently after to 

follow; for John's Baptiſm was not 

capable to produce this Effect upon the 

Mind : and he himſelf teſtifies, That 

though he baptized them with water, yet 

be that came after him, that was before 

him, and more honourable than he, fhould 

Matt. C. 3+ baptize. them with the Holy G boſt, and 
HT v- 214 12+ with fire, that his fan was ts his hand, - and 
| and that *twas he ſhould throughly purge his 
floor. Which is the great Work that 
is to be done under his Goſpel-diſpenſa- 
| tio”, to take away the Sins of the 
| - un 3: World, and dyſtroy the Works of the 
Devil, 
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Devil, to purifhe Peoples Hearts, and 
make them ſpiritually minded ; this 1s 
the proper Effetts of Chrift*s laſting 
Baptiſm , not the waſhing away of the 
Filth of che Fleſh, but the anſwer of a , pe, 
good Conſcience towards God, to purge 21. 
our Qonſciences from dead Works, 
ſerve the Living God in Newneſs of 
Life. The Baptiſm of Chiilt is bot Fpheſ. 4. 
one, and thoſe who by it are baptized «. 
into Jeſus Chriit, are baptized inio his 89P-*©+ 3- 
Death, and their old Man crucified pg I 
with him, that the body of Sin may be © 
deſtroy'd, and they no longer ſerve Sin, 
becauſe they that are dead with Chrilt 
are freed from Sin, and made alive to 
God, to live a holy righteons Lite : 


Theſe are the bleſſed Effets of tie 
Baptiſm of the'Holy Ghoſt and tire, 
and Benelits that redonnd to thofe who 
are In truth waſhed by Chriſt in that 


holy Laver which entitlcs us to a part Zec!. 13, 
in him; *tis our chiefeit Concern to 


know this inward ſpiricaal Baptitn of 
Chriſt, that our Hearts may be waſhed, 


purified, and ſantified by the Spirit of * : — O, 


God ; aad that we realy put'on Chrilt, 
and are in him who is the Subſtance, in 
whom the 'l ypes ended. ' Jo'm knew 
and forcto!d himſelf that he muſt Ge- 


. pl ngon—m—_— LT CC CC OO ens wm ere 


(54) 


creaſe, but Chriſt muſt encreaſe ; he 
doth not ſay, I ſhall ceaſe preſently at 
once, ſo foon as Chrilt's Baptiſm takes 
place; but I muſt decreaſe, but were 
Warer-baptiſm to continue always a- 
monegſt Chriſtians, then would not John 
decreaſe : Nor will it ſolve this Allega- 
tion, I hat *twas aboliſht as John's, and 
inſtituted anew as Chriſt*'s, for then 
hath Chriſt his different Goſpel-bap- 
tiſms, which 1s errontous. 

We grant that ſome of the Apoſtles 
did uſe Water-baptiſm for a time, hut 
we believe *twas rather in compliance 
with the Circumſtances of Time than 
of Neceſlity, and in condeſcention ta 
the Weakneſs of Believers in the very 
Infancy of the Church, and eyen the 
ſame Age wherein Yyohn baptized, who 
was not only a true Meſſenger of God 
in his time, but had gained great Cre- 
dit among the People, and his Memory 
and Meſſage could not ſoon he forgot- 
ten; nor was it cafie to draw them from 
a Practice that bu juſt before was aC- 
—_ ledged to be of Divine Autheri- | 

: for we find the Apoltles tolerated | 
the believing Jems to live in certain | 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Moſaical | 
Law, notwithſtanding the Meſſiah was | 
| Come 
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come in the Fleſh and abrogated then ; 

ſo difficult *tis to diſengape People from 
thoſe things wherein they have been e- 
ducated, and to which their Minds are 
once glewed, and ſome of them would 
have had the believing Gentiles come 
under that Yoak and be circurmtiſed, 
which Pal their great Apbſtle with- 
ſtood, ſeeing beyond all thoſe things, 
kriowing that the Kingdom of God 
was not Meats and Dritiks, but Righ- Rom. 1 4. 
teouſneſs, Peace, atid Joy in the Holy '7- 


Ghoſt, and not in Word but Poiver, , cor. 4. Il 
if 


not divers Waſhings ahd catrial Ordi- 20. 
nahces which were Shadows and tov ; 
perriſh, but the Body is of Chriſt, and © 2-5 
thoſe that are in him, are in him com- . ; 


cuniciſed , Chrift ſhould profit therh 1o- 
nothing 4 and yet we fee fach was his © 52: 
Condeſcention, that he Hitfſelf not- 
withſtanding circumciſctt Timothy, atd 
when he was at Feruſd/tm ſhdved Hs 
head, Fc. behaving himſelf as a Yetv 
for the ſakes of thoſe who ſaw not fo the 28, 
far as himfetf. And notwithſtanding 

he was ſach a Jabonrious and 7z:alous 


ii 


"2 . | A 17, 210-080 
pleat, believing that if they wefe tir- Heb. 9. All 


Ads Co 21 « | 
2 v. 20,09 | 


Publiſher of the Goſpel, yet we find 1 Co-. 1, 
he baptized but very few, and thanks 14: | 


God that he baptized no more, ( ſurely 
4+ twas | 


hu 


1 Cor. 1. 


Coloſ. A 
12, 
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*twas not then eſſential to the Goſpel) 
bur faith plainly, That he was not 
ſent to Þapt:zc, but to preach the Gol- 
pel, to 11 People from Darkneſs to 
Light, irom the Power of Satan to 
God, who had delivered them frem the 
Power of Darkneſs, and tranſlated them 
into the Kingdom of his dear Son ; ?tis 
this that is of abſolute Neceſſity to our 
Salvation : he did not then bhaptize be- 
cauſe ſome others did it, which yet 15 
as large a Commiſſion as perhaps any 
pretend to now-a-days Of which we 
fay as he did of Circumciſion (though 
we do not grant *ris the Seal of the Co- 
venant, and introduced in room of 
Circumciſion as ſome will have it, but 
without Scripture-authority) Baptiſm 
or no Baptiſm availeth any thing ſhort 
of a new Creature, which 1s the trueſt 
Sign of poſſeſſing the inward ſpiritual 
Grace, and of being in Chriſt, and is 
beyond all viſtble Signs whatſoever : 
The Apoſtles having thus indulged it, 
'tis no wonder that ?twas continued, 
and ſince got footing under the Dege- 
neracy, for as Corruption entred the 
Church, and. was encreaſcd, the Spirit 
and Life of Chriſtianity was more and 
more eclipſed , and the minds of its 

| Pro» 
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Profeſſors grew darker, and then adhe- 
red more to external Performances ; 
and not only continued that which had 
been uſed by their Predeceſſors, or at 
leaſt ſomething in its ſtead, but by de- 


| grees added more Rites and Ceremo- 


nies; and at length began to trim and 
deck that Religion that in itſelf was 
plain, ſimple, and homely, and conhiſt- 
ed more in Power and Divine Love 
than outward Obſervations ; which in 
proceſs of time was ſo dreſt and gar- 
niſht, that its Auguſt Splendour became 
inviting to others. Under this Dege- 
reracy in degree ſprung up Infant- Ba- 
ptiſm, a meer Humane Invention, wi'h- 
out any Scripture-authority either by 
Precept or PraClice ; wherefore for 


thoſe who do not uſe }} aptifin, as 'twas 


inſtituted under its proper Diſpenſati- 


| onto _upbraid us for neglecting It 1s ab- 


turd and unreaſonabie. 

Bnt that which. makes the loudeſt 
Out-cry of all, i3 our Diſuſe of the Sa- 
crament, ſo called of Bread and Wine, 
'tts this is that peltilent mortal Error 
tat in our Oppoſer's Actount, renders 


[05 worſe then the Papilts, whatever *ti5 


:nat makes us the Spawn of the Jeſu- 
tes, which with ſeveral others are Ept- 
thets, 


2 Tim. 2. 
22. 
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thets, that to be ſure were calculated 


tho? unjuſtly to render us as odious as 
may be to the People, and carry a 
great deal of Rancour in them, and 
ſarours of too much Gall, to proceed 
from the meek Spirit of Chriſtianity, 
that teacheth to be at Peace with, and 
have Charity for all that call on theLord 
out of a pure heart : But whether up- 
on the whole Matter we deſerve this 
ſevere bitter Cenſure, or whether thole 
that ſo liberally beſtows it upon us, have 
a juſt right to caſt the firſt Stone, is 
what we defire our fober Neighbours 
to conſider, and not judge us alſo by 
whole-fale, from an implicit Belief of 
what others ſay of us. We are not igno- 
rantof the great Noiſe and Stir there 
hath been about this in Chriſtendom,to the 
ſcandalizing Chriſtianity among both 


Jews and Turks: the Papiſts have in-|, 


prov'd it to downright Idolatry, affir- 
ming 'tis the real Body and Blood, and 
as ſach adores it., (one would think 
twere better let alone) others, that 
Chriſt is in it, though they know not 


how : one faith *tis this, another 'tis| , 


that ; while they all feem to expe 
that from it which it doth not neceſſ?/ 
rily adminiſter ; for want of diſtinguiſ- 


ivg 
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ing between that Bread of Life that John 6s. 
came down from Heaven, that Fleſh 51, 5% 
and Blood of Chriſt, which giveth Life 
to all that feed thereon, by which they ® 
dwell in him and he in them, and that 
Supper which was eaten by the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians in Commemoration of 
his Death and Sacrihce; which are not 
ſo connext, as that the one neceſlarily 
includes the other, as Experience abun- 
dantly teſtifies, would People but be 
trve to themſelves herein ; how many 


arethere that receive this from Year to 


Year, who yet complain all their lives 
of Deadneſs, Drynefs, and Leannefs of 
Soul, and want of Power, not recei- 
ving that renewing of Life and ſpiritial 
Strength that is propoſed in it, and fo 


| but an empty Shadow indeed : for how 


can they in truth expe& to feed on 


+ Chriſt ſpiritnaByin ther Hearts who witl 191" ” 
| not admit that he really dwells in hrs = n 


Saints, but eſfeem it an Error in thoſ- 
that do; however, we bclieve all Peo- 
ple ought to be well perſwaded in 


| their own Minds, and ſeriouſly conti- 


derate in theſe and other religions Pre- 
ctiſes, and not rake uy» things meerly 
tradititionally becauſe others do it.: 

Nor ought they to be vehemently pou 
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toor againſt t' ings not abſolutely eſſen. - 
tial to Salvation, in wtich their Un- 
derſtandings are not clear : nor ſhould. 
any be ſcoft or reproacht for thoſe 
things which to them arc Matter of 
Conſcience , and therefore Sacred, 
though to otacrs it may appear of Iek; 
moment ; a Practice that is a great p 
Shame among Pcople profeſſing Chri- | | 
ſtianiry. Nor do we judge and con- 
demn thoſe *'at arc found in the Pra-| ,, 
Qice either of this or Water-baptiſm | 
as *rwas primitiwely uſed, whoſe ſober,| 4; 
Chriſtian, circumſpect Lives witneſſeth te 
to their ſincere Intentions herein, who | c- 
may be conſcientioully tender in it, and | ,, 
| fearful to omit it, till they are other- | ,; 
i} wiſe fully perſwaded : But for us, to, ;, 
| whom the barrenneſs and emptineſs of | ,, 
theſe outward vilible Things are mani- pl 
feſt, we cannot continue thereln, yield- |, 
ing no true Sonl-ſatisfation, nor ad- Li 
011 miniltring any inward ſpiritual Grace | ,, 
1 2 Pat. 2. to us. Wherefore having taſted that c 
||| {EL the Lord 1s good and gracious, we wall | ;,, 
for the ſincere Milk of that Word by | | Gi 
which we have been begotten to God, | 
| that we may receive ſtrength ther by, of 
il 2Pcr.:,18, and grow In Grace, and the Knowlcdge | rj 
[8 _ of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ard a'p greater 


ie 
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Acquaintance . with that true inward 


Spiritual Communion and Fellowſhip Rev. 4.22. | 


with him, wherein hte ſaps with his 
Saints, and. they with him; and re- 


ceives Lite by him, who dwells in them, Eph. 5.39. 
| and they in him; as the Members are 
| joyned to the Head, and partakes of 
its Life , and \liveth by it; or the 
' Branches .to the Vine, which receives Joh.15.s. 
"| Life, Vertne and Nouriſhment from 


him, whereby Fruit is brought forth 


tothe glory of God, and well-pleafing 
' tohim. ? Vis not ſufficient that we par- 
 ticipate hereof once a Month or Quar- 
ter, but as the Jews had their Manna, pg. 16. 
| freſh every Morning, ſo ought we to 21. 

receive a daily ſupply, and renewing 


of ſlrength in our inward Man, by eat- 
ing that Heavenly Bread, that nouriſh? 
th up to Eternal Life, and drinking 


"| plentifully of that Well of Living-Wa- 
ter, which in the Saints ſprings up to 


Life Eternal; for as in God we live, 
move, and have our very being; ſo is 
Chriſt the true and proper Life of the 


Inward Man by which it truly. lives to 
| God, nor can it live but by him. Thofe 
| that are begotten to Gol by the Word 


of Life, and are born again of the Spi- 
nt, are priviledged thus to feed on 
Chrilt, 
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Chriſt, and enjoy him, which none cat | 
do that are not firſt quickened and | 
made alive by him ; none can receive 
Life, Sap and Vertue from him as Head | 
and Vine, that are not firſt joyned to | 
him as Members and Branches of him ; | 
nor is it ſufficient to make People Ment: | 
bers of Chriſt , and give them admit- | 
tance to feed on him, 1n that they were | 
ſprinkled when Infants, ©&c. as we! 
have already expreſsd , though they 
ſhould eat Bread and drink Wine all | 
their days. - | 
Since then we no leſs enjoy the Sub- | 
ſtance without the Sign, why may we | 
not omit it, as either being but tempo- | 
rary, or not of abſolute neceſlity, as 
well as our Oppoſers do that which as. 
inſtituted (to uſe their own term) at ' 
the ſame time, and with as great f0- | 
lemnity , and greater formality, and | 
was no leſs poſitively commanded un- 
der the ſame pretence ? Why may not 
the fame Authority abſolve us from the | 
uſe of this, and excuſe us from beirig 
chargeable with the breach of a Com- 
mand of Chriſt, as releaſe them from | 
Joh. 13- 4, waſhing one anothers Feet, and ſecure 
1»5,1415- them from the like cenſure? As alſo 
that of the Apoltles, cencerning things 
ſtrangled 
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tl | frangled and Bload, and that of Fames As 15. 
nd | anointing the Sick with Oil ? Why 2229: 
Ive ſhould they be thus partial? Have we = q 
ad | not good reafon to conclude, that if © 
to | theſe had not been long ſince laid down, 
N 3| they would have cleav'd as cloſe to 
m- | them; and that had thoſe of Baptiſin, 
it- | and Bread and Wine been then diſcon- 
re | tinned alfo, they wauld be naw as ea- 
me | fe under its omiſſion ? For Tradition, 
ey | Cuſtom, and Education, makes greater 
all | impreſſions on Mens minds than per- 

- | haps every one may be ſenſible of; nor 
b-| isit an eaſie task at firſt to mave them 
ve | from thoſe things to: which they have 
0- | been faſtned by it. Would bur People 
as | wholly relinquiſh theſe Prejudices, and 
as | conſider it impartially , *tis prahable 
al | there may appear no ſuch real diffe- 
0- | rence, as juſtly to omit. the ane,. and 
d | yet with equal reaſon to continue the 
N- | other ; ſince ?tis not that Bread that 
ot | gives. lite to the Soul, nor doth neceſ- 
ie | farily include it, but that Chriſt may 
Is | be, and is received, and fed on with- 
N- | out it. Nor that thoſe can be thought 
m | to forget his Death and Sacrifice who 
re | ſenſibly partake of rhe Benefits there Tir. 2,1 4. 
ſo | of, and purſue its Ends; who are 


; taught and aſſiſted by him to live a god- Gal.1.4. 
; ly 


Mat. 1-21. 
2 Cor. 5+ 
15. 


Phil. 3+ 10+ 
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ly righteous Life, and bears about in 


them the Marks of the Dying of our 


Lord Jeſus ; whodied for all, that thoſe | 


| 


who live ſhould no longer live to them- 
ſelves , fulfilling the deſires of their 
minds, but to him that died for them; 

that through the power of his Reſurre- 


 Qtion they may mortihe the Deeds of 


the Fleſh, and have Fellowſhip with his 
Sufferings, in whom his Life is made 
manifeſt ; neither can thoſe who ac- 
knowledge his Death and Sacrifice, and 
partake from time to time of this 
Bread and Wine in memory of it, and 
yet are not by him redeemed from a 
vain Converſation, and made conform- 


| 


able to his Death, and ſo feed on him 
as to participate of that Life that comes 


by him, in anywiſe eſcape Damnati- 
on, let their Pretenfions be what they 
will. 

Since then God hath repleniſht our 
Hearts with his Grace, and hath not 
with- held his heavenly Manna from us, 


but daily owns us by his comfortable 


Preſence,to our great ſatisfattion,under 
the Omiſſion of theſe things, ſupplying 
our Wants and Neceſlities as we have 
recourle unto him, in that which cver 
hath acceſs unto him, having our con- 

tinual 
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and ſtrengthens thoſe of us 
* that retain our Primitive 
Sincerity and Integrity, to 
lead a Sober, Pious, Chriſti- 
an Life, as becomes the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt, which is the 
certain Produdt of Spiritual 
Grace; and foraſmuch asour 
Oppoſers acknowledge it to 
be but an outward vihble 
Sign, and dare not ſay that 
the inward Spiritual Grace 


istied to it, nor that *tis ot 


abſolute neceflity to Salvati- 


| tinual Dependancy on him, who enables 


* For we intend 
not to Apologize for 
thoſe who tho' they 
may be call'd by our 
Name, yer live looſly 
and walk diſorderly, 
and are Blemiſhes and 
a Grief to us; which 
yet oughr to be im- 
pured to their Infia- 
cerity or Unwarchful- 
neſs, and not to the 
In-ſutficiency of the 
Prin-ct-ple they pre- 
tend tO. 


on ; with what Reaſon do they Un- 
chriſtian us, and ſo load us with Ca- 
lumnies and Accuſations on this Ac- 
count, uſing it as an Inſtatice to black- 
en us, and condemn in groſs our whole 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, principally from 
hence, as though *twere the chief thing 
that conſtitutes a Chriſtian, apd en- 
titles him to the Benefits that come by 

Chriſt. | 
What ſhall we think then of perhaps 
more than two parts in three of their 
own Aſſembly, who no more practice 
this than do we, and yet are many of 
them as ſober People, and if we may 
know 


(66) 
know (as Ghriſt direfts us) by their 
Fruits, are doubtleſs as near the King- 
dom, and no leſs in a State of Grace, 
than are thoſe who ſo exult in, and va- 
| Ive themſelves upon this Performance; 
which however it may bound and di- 
ſtinguiſh particular Societies and Com- 
munions, *tis certain no Obſervations 
nor Performances ſhort of being ruled 
and governed by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
as Head, can entitle us to a Member- 
ſhip in him; we may make a ſpecious 
Shew, and carry a Syſtem of Divinity 
in our Heads, but if he rules not our 
Hearts we ate none of his. *Twere 
well they were as thoughtful to fulfil 
all Righteovſneſs in every reſpe&, and 
as zealouſly careful and concern'd to 
obſerve and punQually perform all the 
Commands and Injun&tions to which 
the Chriſtian Religion obligeth them, 
and to qualify themſelves te be rightful 
Inheritors of thoſe Bleſſings and Pro- 
miſes pronounced by our Saviour, as 
they tenaciouſly adhere to this, as tho 
*twere indeed the Sum both of Mens 
Duty and Enjoyments, and that their 
Salvation turned upon this vety Pin; 
which yet People may perform while 
their Wills are unſubdued, and Luſts 
unmor- 


| —_ 

unmortified: But we find that Meri 
have been apt enough to- be buſily em- 
ployed about Mint, Annis, and Cum-« 
min, whillt they negleCt the weightier 
Matters, to run into, and cry up, and 
maintain thoſe exteriour parts of Re- 
ligion, that are,recoacilable to an Un- 
converted State. 

' If the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity were 
leſs taken up about Signs and Shadows, 
and nice and unneceſlary Scrutinies and 
Diſtin&tions wherewith they perplex 
it, and more devoted to obſerve the 
weighty, important, and indiſpenſable 
Precepts of Chriſt, and demonſtrate 
the Power that Chriſtianity hath oyer 
their Minds, by affording ſignal Inſtan- 
ces of their being his true Diſciples, 
and righful Heirs of his Kingdom, be- 
ing in meaſure inveſted with his Divine 
Vertues and Graces, we ſhould have 
leſs Envy, Variance, Back-biting, and 
Detra&tion , which weakens the com- 
mon Intereſt of Piety, and gives our 
common Enemy an advantage over us 
and more Chriſtian Love, Peace, Con- 
cord and good Neighbourhood amongit 
us. If all that means well did but pur- 
ſue Vertue, love it, and encourage it 
where-ever it appears, and hate Vice 

ks "ES -- --_ 
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and Evil in all, and diſcountenance it 
every where, and make theſe the Mea- 
ſure of their Chriſtian Charity, rather 
than Parallel Opinionsin lefler Matters, 
"'rwould bring us nearer together, and 
more advance True Piety, than all tifeir 
contending about different Apprehen- 
ſions in things far leſs eſſential. God, 
who regards not Names, but Natures, 
knows among all Nations and People 
who are his; and the Rule he left ugto 
know alſo was their Fruits, their AQti- 
ons being the exertion of their Wills ; 
all Mankind are either under the Power 
and Condu& of the Spirit of God, or 
elſe. of the Devil ; all are cither Carnal 
or Spiritual - minded , and as is the 
fpring and bent of their Deſires and Af- 
fectians, fo is their Actions ; each Birth 
have their proper Produfts, which are 


contrary to each other. Sothat lcr what | £ 


Notions or Opinions ſoever poſleſs 
Mens Heads, they live according to 
chat Spirit and Principle that governs 
their Hearts. We cannot gather Grapes 
of Thorns, nor Figs of Thiſtles ; no 
Fountain ſends forth bitter Water and 
{weet at the fame time. Tis an Evan- 
elical Truth, Tlioſe that liye in Envy 
and'Strife , atid'bring forth the Frilts 

of 
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of the Fleſh, are of their Father the Eph 5. s-| 


Devil ; and thoſe who by .the Spirir 
mortifies thoſe corrupt Luits and Aﬀe- 
Rions,. and bring. forth the Fruirs of 
of the Spirit, adorning the DocCtrin of 
God our Saviour, by a ſober, godly, 
righteous Life, are of Gad ; for here- 
in the Children of God are manifeſt , 
from the Children of the Devil. 


Thys have we candidly , tliongh 
briefly, expxeſt our real Opinion and 


Belief in thoſe Points in which we ap- 


prehend our Adverfaries have endea- 
vour'd molt to expoſe us, whick we 
hope may prove fatisfatory to thoſe 


who are not reſolved to think all of us : 


but to ſpeak fully to eyery critical, tri- 
fling Objection,:were atcdious T ak, as 
well as vaſtly beyond the Exteat of our 


Deſign. We requeſt our ferious Neigh- 


bours to hear and fee for themſelves, 
and not take things upon trult. from o- 
thers, and. to judge the things they 
know not, but condemn us by: hear- 
ſay ; don't be impoſed upon by thoſe 
whoſe pceviſh, humours _ have all 
dolike themſelves, whoeither look not 
at ayll, or but; very coyly into the Books 
of 'thoſe they have taken a Pet againſt, 
E 3 vw hoſe 


Oe. | 
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whoſe Perſwaſion in ſome things differs 
from what they have pronounced Or- 
thodox, as tho? Truth were their pecu- 
liar incloſure , which yet certainly ar- 
gues either a great deal of Prejudice, 
or a feeble and fleeting Judgment, that 
dares not truſt it ſelf: Were our Books 
ſtuft with fuch palpable Errors as is 
ſuggeſted, ſurely *twere not ſo dange- 
rous reading them: Who fears to read 
the Alcharon ? Buton the contrary, *tis 
a ſtrong indication that they contain 
much truth ; for as *tis the proper Ob- 
ject of the Underſtanding, fo where it 
appears with a clear Evidence, an{wer- 
ing to Peoples own Experience, ?tis ve- 
ry forcible and prevalent upon the 
Minds of thoſe who diligently ſeek it 
for love of it, and willingly depoſit all 
preingagements of Mind in its diſqui- 
ſition. Be then ſo juſt ro us, and kind 
to your ſelves, as to relinquiſh all Pre- 
judice and Prepoſleſſions , and impar- 
tially examine the truth of theſe things; 
ſearch the Sacred Scriptures diligently, 
with an inclination rather to find and 
embrace Truth, than to ſupport a Te- 
ceived Opinion ; try whether *tis ſo or 
act, comparing it with your own Ex- 
periences and the Witneſs of God in 
your 
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your own Hearts. Though our Belief 


in ſome of theſe Particulars don't ex- 
aatly quadrate to that of our Oppoſers, 
it don't therefore neceſſarily follow, 
tis not agreeable to Truth and Scrip- 
ture; nor can they give us any infal- 
lible aſſurance, that their Conceptions 
are a true Standard of Truth, notwith- 
ſtanding they vend their Apprehenſions 
as the only Orthodox, yes, and are dif- 
pleaſed too with thoſe that can't be de- 
rermined by them. 

We have no Deſign carrying on he- 


* hind the Curtain, howſoever our Sobcr 


Demeanour may be uncharitably (not 
to ſay maliciouſly) inſinuated, as only 
a Cover of Sheeps Cloathing upon the 
Wolves Nature ; and our molt Solemn 
Declaration of our Belief in ſeveral 
Religious Points ( being undeniable 
Truths) conſtrued , and ſuggeſted by 
ſome Men as only a fair Cover where- 
with we guild over our Poyſon, that it 
may paſs the Jeſs ſaſpeted, and be the 
more glibly ſwallowed. What think 
you, 1s not this the heighth of Preju- 
dice and Envy in the abſtrat! Would 
they themſelves be content to be thus 
interpreted ? We haye no intent to 
decoy and trapan People, that we ſhould 
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walk under a diſguiſe, which Intreagucs 
uſually have intereſt at one end of them, 
which can't he our caſe, who neither 
give nor take Money for Preaching ; 
fo that the increaſe of our Numbers 
will not fill our Coffers. We have no 
other Intereſt to promote, but the Ad- 
vancement of True Piety and Chriſtia- 
nity : and having Love and Good-will 
to all People, more eſpecially to thoſe 
whoſe Minds are awakened, and Hearts 
warmed, haying true fervent Deſires, 
and living Breathings towards God , 

thirſting after a nearer and more ſa- 
tisfatory knowledge of, and acquain- 
tance with him, than barely a profeſ- 
ſion 2nd hear-ſay of him, and therefore 
what: we have found advantageous, aſ- 
ſiſtant and fatisfaftory to us, in our un- 
wearied purſuit after Peace with him, 
that we recommend to others. We call 
People home to the Gift of God 1n 
themſelves, which only can do them 
good , that every one may know the 
good Shepheard and Biſhop of Souls 
for themſelves, and hear and know his 
Voice in them, from that of a ſtranger, 
and learn of him and follow him, who 
1s pure, and ever leads to. Purity and 
Holineſs, that ſo his offcring up of ar 

ſe] 


| 
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ſelf for them, may be of benekt to them, 
and they experience the great Salva- 
tion of God ; for impreſs this upon 
your Minds, and take it along with 


you, That notwithſtandin ng our Savi- 
0 


our hath paid a Ranſom for us, and 
made an Attonement through the pre- 
cious Blood of his Croſs; yet if we ex- 
perience not the end of his Coming, 
and Death effcfted, and anſwered "_ 
our ſelves,it ſhall avail us nothing ; ex- 
cept we know him a Saviour and Ray 
porter near ; except we know a Prin- 
ciple of Divine Light and Life, to illu- 
manate our Minds, to revive and warm 
our languiſhing Hearts, to beget and 


, Increaſe true Love to God, and the li- 


ving Faith, that gives victory to convert 
us, and govern our Thoughts, to re- 
new and regulate our Wills, and limit 
our Deſires, and bridle 'our Tongues, 
toexcite holy Inclinations, and keep up 
a due Heat in our Chriſtianity , and 
ſtrengthens our Minds in that which is 
zo00d and well-plealing to God : Ex- 
cept we know theſe things in and for 
our ſelves, all our outſide ſhew of Reli- 
gion is but vain, and gur profeſſion of 


' Chriſt ſhall profit us nothing , but 


we 


Rom. ?, 
0, 14 
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we ſhall lye down in ſorrow at laſt, 
for none are_Ghriſt's, bn: thoſe that 
have. his Spirit, and are influenced by 
if ; nor are any Children of God, but 
thoſe that are led by the Spirit of God ; 
which begets'in the Mind a dereſtation 
of Sin-and Evil, and a love to Purity, 
Goodneſs and Vertue; wherefore, lay- 
ing aſide all Strife and Animoſities, all 


Envying and Evil-ſpcaking, Jct ns ab- 


Rom. 12, hor that which is Evil, and cleave to 
9 . -"that which is Good, and addreſs our 


ſelves with a due and humble Applica- 


tion to the accompliſhment of that molt ' 


concerning and important Aﬀair of our 


Lives, the working out our Salvation. 


And Net every one follow the Lord 
faithfully, according to what is made 
known to them, knowing that we ſhall 
be judged according to our Knowledge, 


and that 'twill be happy for thoſe whoſe 


Wills and Performances correſpond 
with their Underſtandings, in that Day 
when all muſt ſtand before the Judg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt, and give an Ac- 
count of their Deeds done in the Body, 
and receive a Sentence thereafter, ei- 
ther , Come ye bleſſed , or, Depart from 


me ye workers of iniquity, It won't te 


then 
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then of what Congregation or Confeſ- 

it fion of Faith, or of what Perſwaſion 

y amongſt the many waſt thoy : among 

Xt all which there will then be but two 

'; forts, the Sheep and the Goats; thoſe 

n that heard the Shepheard's Voice and 

y, followed him, who were guided and 
governed by the good Spirit of God in 

]l their Hearts; and thoſe who wrapping 

b- their Talentin a Napkin, ſtifled Con- 

to victions, and neglecting the Day of 

ar their Viſitation, continued under the 

a- dark Power of the Evil One. Ore 

[t © *may go a great way, and make a fair 

ur ſhewof Religion and Piety, and yet be 

n. turned tothe left hand ; "tis not having 

rd our Heads filled with curious ſublime 

le Notions, though of never ſo fine and 

ill elevated a Speculation ; let's trim anc 

e, garniſhour Lamps never ſo finely,'twill 

ſe not adminiſter an entrance without the 

1d Heavenly Oil, without that Holy Di- 

xy vine Unction fills our Hearts, enlightens 

g- our Minds, and inflames onr Aﬀections 

c- to a due Watchfulneſs and Obedience 

y, to its Teachings, Which are the moſt 

1- aſſured Marks of our being really m | 
m , Chriſt, in whom only our acceptance | 
be I, | | 
en That 


IS 
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That you with us, and we with yor, 
may ſo circumſpeRly live up to Light that 
and Knowledge given by Chriſt, as that 
our Conſciences may not condemn us; 
but that, having finiſhed our Days here 
with comfort, we may lay down out 
Heads in Peace, with a well-grounded 
Hope of. a Joyful Reſurre&ion , and 
have Boldneſs in the Day of Judgment, 
15 our Hearty Delire. 
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If what we have Written for your 
Information, may find ſome place with | | 
thoſe, who, being impartial, and inquiz). 
Ting, have room to receive it,; and that |! 
it Contributes to their Benefit and Sa- : | 
tisfattion, we have our End : But far (| 
thoſe who are full , or are critical, | 
and. ready to Carpe at every Word or ' 
Sentence that. is not plac'd to their | 
Mind , if not alſo pre-judge it, as 'tis * 
not_ intended for them ; ſo we don't |1 
ſuppoſe 'twill Prove to their good i 
Liking, nor meet with a Reception |t 
amongſt them. For we don't propoſe « 
to reconcile our whole Belief an4 Per- « 
{waſton in Religions Matters to. that ( 
of our Oppeſers, ' who notwithſtanding, 5 
what we have writ, we expect will yet ': 

| accuſe | 
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that accuſe 'vs of Error. However, havin 
that thus farr declar'd ourſelves in the mo 
us; neceſſary Points of the Chriſtian Reli- 
100, we dor't think ourſelves farther 
deed to anſwer the Cavils agd 
ticiſms of ſuch who may -appear 
and | contentious, and will never want ſome- 
ent, thing to object againſt thoſe that comes 
not, up in all things exactly to their 
Level: whom yer we adviſe, rather 
our £0 be quiet, and ſtudy to know and 
vith | £overn themſelves, according to that 
quiz| Religion that is pure and undefiled be- 
that fore God, and leads to viſit and ailiſt the 
ca.  Fatherleſs, and Widows in their Af2 Jan-1:27: 
far i fiction, and te keep themſelves from 
cal, | the Spots and Defilements of this 
lor World. Were this (as it ought) our 
heir Principal Care and Concern in our Con- 
'tis duct, we fhonld. have little mind or 
on't' | kifure to differ about Matters of leſs 
o0d' | moment : and while we ſeem 7zealouſly 
ion | to contend about Religion fruſtrate its 
Doſe end. We ſhould not be taken up in 
er- port what that Principle is which 
that God hath plac'd in us to do us good, 
ng, jand in mean time neglect its aſſiſtance, 
yet 'and obſtru& irs Operation upon the 
cuſe Mind, but be given up to be Jeave- 
ned 
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ned and changed by it, that we m 
1 Cor. 3- partake of the Bleſſings thereof ; a 
i,12,13, with it build on the Foundation whi 
TY God hath laid, that which may abi 
the fiery Tryal. To which we recoi 
mend you, and remains your peaceat 

and loving Neighbours, 


W.C. A.P. 5. H, &c. 
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